Biosphere Reserve Celebrates it’s 25th Anniversary

Bernie Solymár, Biosphere Reserve Coordinator

The 25th anniversary year of the Long Point World Biosphere Reserve is proving to be a very busy one for directors, staff and members, with lots of events planned!

Long Point Carolinian NatureFest

The potential for the Long Point – Norfolk to host a nature-based festival was identified by the LPWBRF’s Sustainable Tourism Stakeholders Working Group. Our area is significant for its Carolinian forests, coastal and wetland habitat, native plant nurseries, cultural heritage, diverse agriculture, many rural land stewardship projects, migratory flyway and waterfowl staging grounds, and its biodiversity (touted as the highest in Canada!).

NatureFest, which will take place on May 27th through May 29th will be a celebration of our local nature and will feature a weekend of birding, nature hikes, canoe and kayak trips, educational bus tours, youth and family-oriented activities, displays, and workshops. 

The festival’s goals are to promote education, awareness and enjoyment of our wildlife and natural areas and support eco-tourism in our region. To support the sustainable philosophy of the organizing committee and it’s representative organizations, each activity is limited to 10 to 12 participants to ensure our ecological footprint is minimized, only local companies are being utilized and participants are being encouraged to bring re-fillable water bottles and conference organizers  are supplying water is being supplied. There is a big emphasis on attracting families and naturalists from all parts of the province.

To find out more please visit www.naturefest.ca
Sustainable Tourism Conference

On April 29th a conference, entitled The Biosphere Reserve Designation: Creating and Promoting Sustainable Tourism Experiences is being held at the Vittoria Community Centre. The goals of the conference are to raise awareness and engage local tourism stakeholders in sustainable tourism principles; to encourage local tourism stakeholders to create sustainable experiences that align with UNESCO biosphere reserve principles, and that can then be marketed as a sub-category through Norfolk County tourism and RTO 1’s regional marketing strategy; and to introduce and discuss potential benefits of the Biosphere Reserve Charter Member concept.

The conference will feature a wide variety of expert speakers, as well as local examples of sustainable tourism experiences. More information can be found on the LPWBRF’s website at www.longpointbiosphere.com 

Hosting Wooden Boats and Iron Men Play
On Friday, June 17th, the Biosphere Reserve is proud to present Wooden Boats and Iron Men, an original musical celebrating life -- and death -- among the people who have worked and sailed Lake Erie. 

A collaboration between Port Dover native and musician Bruce Milner and Robert More, former artistic director of Port Dover's Lighthouse Theatre, the musical is a caring tribute to generations past and present, seen through the eyes of a fisherman whose love for life on the lake, inherited from his forebears, is being passed on to his son. 

At the heart of the piece are Milner's songs, a fascinating blend of Celtic, country and folk, each one a gem unto itself, yet together depicting the many facets of the folklore and the everyday lives of the hardy people whose lives are centred around Lake Erie's northern shore. 

More's carefully crafted script has integrated the songs into a telling, poignant saga that knew its target audience with unerring accuracy. The result is a perfect blend of drama, humour and music. Tickets will be available beginning in April through the Lighthouse Theatre’s website, www.lighthousetheatre.com 
25th Anniversary Banquet

On Saturday, June 18th the Long Point Biosphere Reserve Foundation will formally celebrate  25 years as a UNESCO designated biosphere reserve by hosting a banquet at the Port Rowan Community Centre. The event will feature local foods and wines, special guest speakers and a silent auction. Also attending will be representatives from Canada’s other 14 biosphere reserves, who will be attending the concurrent Canadian Biosphere Reserve Foundation’s Annual General Meeting in the Long Point area. More details will be announced over the coming weeks and tickets will be available at www.lighthousetheatre.com.
The board of directors would like to  send out an open invitation to the local community to join us in celebrating our 25th anniversary! For more information on any of the events feel free to contact us at 519-426-8878 or brcoordinator@lpwbrf.ca 
