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The Long Point Biosphere Reserve: A Unique and Wonderful Place

Bernie Solymár, Coordinator, Long Point Biosphere Reserve Foundation

(This is the second article in a series of 3 that discusses Biosphere Reserves and their function)

The Long Point area, comprising 26,250 hectares, was designated as a Biosphere Reserve by the United Nations Scientific, Educational and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in April, 1986. It was the third to be named in Canada and one of 15 Biosphere Reserves found in this country today. It provides a fantastic example of a Great Lakes coastal ecosystem and a unique blend of habitats – long uninterrupted beaches, undisturbed sand dunes, grassy ridges, wet meadows, woodlands, marshes and ponds, coldwater streams, and the shallow Inner Bay.  Its delicate dunes and marshes teem with songbirds, spawning fish, turtles and frogs, and it is a world-renowned  refuge and stopover for migrating birds and Monarch butterflies, which congregate in the tens of thousands before continuing on their way to their Mexican wintering grounds. 

The Core Area of the Long Point World Biosphere Reserve is the 3,250 hectare (8,000 acre) Long Point National Wildlife Area, administered by the Canadian Wildlife Service of Environment Canada since 1979, Long Point Provincial Park, and the Tip. The Long Point peninsula is a fragile sand spit that has formed during the last 4000 years and is still changing to-day. This formation has provided protection from the prevailing winds and allowed for the formation of the great marshes bordering the Inner Bay, as well as a safe harbor for thousands of mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish, insects and plants. 
We owe a great debt to the twelve businessmen/sportsmen who, in 1866, purchased from the Crown almost all of the centre and eastern part of the Point with its extensive marshes. They established the first management plan for the area at a time when it was threatened by market hunters, poachers and a public that paid little attention to sustainable use. After maintaining fine stewardship of the resource for over a century the Long Point Company donated about half of its holdings to the people of Canada, with a provision that the government would continue to protect the area. 

Distinctive plant communities in the core support a great diversity of vegetation and wildlife and, together with the Buffer Area, provide one of the best waterfowl staging areas in all of Ontario during migration. Long Point is on a major flyway, especially for song birds. The area is also important in that the northern distributional limits of some southern (Carolinian)  species and the southern limits of some northern species overlap there. Several of these species are rare or threatened in Canada. 

The Buffer Zone that surrounds the Core Area extends from the outer tip of Turkey Point to the western edge of the Hahn Marsh: its other limits are the 100 year flood line and the 10 metre depth contour of Lake Erie. It includes all of the Inner Bay and all of the Turkey Point marshes. 
The diversity of human influence in the Buffer Zone is significant - boating, construction, cottagers, dredging, fishing, hunting, nature study, swimming, water supply, wildlife habitat etc. contribute to this diversity. Among Canadian Biosphere Reserves management of Long Point is very complicated, as 19 government agencies have administrative responsibilities in it. There are at least 22 government policy and planning documents relating to Long Point and 30 different organized stakeholder groups, local, provincial, and federal government. Private landowners of sections of the marsh areas have, in general, demonstrated stewardship of the resources that is in harmony with UNESCO Biosphere Reserve purposes. 
The Zone of Cooperation that surrounds the Core and Buffer Zone is comprised of the Southern Norfolk Sand Plains that lie immediately to the north of Long Point. This region is well-known for their rich agricultural lands, tallgrass prairie and oak savanna remnants, wetlands and Carolinian forests. Farmers, woodlot owners and other rural property owners living here take great pride in practicing sound land stewardship practices and value the interaction they have with the biodiversity in this special part of Ontario.

(Next Month – The Long Point Biosphere Reserve Foundation and it`s Projects)
