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Long Point Biosphere Reserve Foundation hosts Annual Meeting of 
Canadian Biosphere Reserves in Port Rowan

By Bernie Solymár, Biosphere Reserves Coordinator

This past June the Long Point World Biosphere Reserve Foundation played host to 14 other biosphere reserves from across the country and the Canadian Biosphere Reserves Association, which is an umbrella organization for biosphere reserves across Canada.

The meeting, which included CBRA’s Annual General Meeting, was the first time in 15 years that other biosphere reserves visited the Long Point Biosphere region - a very appropriate timing as we celebrate our 25th Anniversary as a UNESCO designated biosphere reserve, the first in Ontario and fourth in Canada.  It was an opportunity for not only directors from the various biosphere reserve director delegates to meet and discuss business, but for the biosphere reserve coordinators to have an opportunity to exchange information and compare projects we are working on. It was 2 1/2  years ago that the federal government provided base funding for biosphere reserves across Canada to build capacity by hiring coordinators to manage their projects and build on their presence in their local  communities.
Biosphere Reserve Coordinators spent their first day developing a project being spearheaded by Maureen Reid of the University of Saskatchewan. This project will provide aid to biosphere reserves across the country in more effectively partner on projects of common interest. A first step will be to develop an inventory of the Biosphere Reserves projects and activities. Additionally workshops were held on fundraising, community engagement techniques and social networking opportunities.

Our visitors and special guests, including a representative from the Canadian Commission of UNESCO in Ottawa, were treated to local cuisine from The Causeway Restaurant, the Moose Café and Abigail’s B & B, and accommodations from at Play Cottages and various local bed and breakfasts. They also took a bus tour to see some our natural areas, including Long Point Provincial Park, the Long Point Causeway Improvement Project, a restoration site belonging to NCC, and a visit to Bryan Gilvesy’s Y U Ranch. Eight brave souls went zip-lining while the rest were toured around the St. Williams Forestry Interpretive Centre and the Heritage Village at Backus.
After a very productive 4 days our guests, along with the local community, helped us celebrate our 25th Anniversary with Bruce Milner and company’s Wooden Boats and Iron Men concert on Friday night, followed by our banquet celebrations on the Saturday night. Both events were held at the Pt. Rowan Community Centre.

It was a productive and fulfilling event for all attending and we bid fond farewell to all our biosphere reserve colleagues who headed home to their respective provinces. Next year’s meeting will be in Alberta’s Waterton Bisophere Reserve. Best of all we’ll have a new biosphere reserve joining us - on June 30th UNESCO announced the addition of Bras D’Or Biosphere Reserve in Nova Scotia to the Canadian biosphere reserves family!
