(This article appeared in the November 2009 edition of the Port Rowan Good News)

First Annual Kids For Turtles Camp a Huge Success!!
By Colleen Dale, K4T Coordinator
On Saturday October 24th, a group of 21 very eager and excited kids gathered at the Backus Education Centre for the first annual Biodiversity Camp hosted by Kids For Turtles - Long Point-Norfolk Chapter.  The two day camp was geared towards kids aged 8-12 and the goal was to foster an awareness and appreciation for the rich biodiversity of living things and their habitats and to get the kids engaged in outdoor activities.
Participants arrived Saturday morning and despite the gloomy weather, they were full of enthusiasm and bright smiles.  To kick start the camp Crystal Robertson, a wildlife biologist, gave a very fitting presentation on local turtle species and brought in a showcase of turtle shells for the kids to handle.  
Next up was James Cowan from the Canadian Raptor Conservancy and his two live Barn Owls!  Not only did he bring them out for us to see, but flew them around the classroom to demonstrate the silent flight of these amazing birds.  After learning about owls, we thought what would be better than to dissect some owl pellets?  Everyone picked their way through a pellet a ball of undigested fur and bone that owls cough up, and matched the bones they found on a chart to determine what animal the owl had eaten.  To finish off the morning, Jody Allair from Bird Studies Canada gave an engaging presentation about the migration of birds, bats, butterflies and dragonflies.
After lunch, we were joined by another special guest, Sally Gable, a local artist who inspired the kids to create their own unique pieces of art.  The afternoon was spent sketching and painting various animals and designing spirit masks using items they collected from nature.
Sunday morning began with a bird banding demonstration by two local banders, Martin Wernaart and Terri Groh.  Many birds were banded including: Juncos, Chickadees and Nuthatches.  The kids were thrilled to see the birds up close and even got to hole them and let them go after they had been banded.  With no time to spare, we loaded on the bus and headed to Acorus Restoration where Stephanie and Paul Morris took us on a tour of their farm and played games that demonstrated the importance of protecting wildlife habitats.  After a hot bowl of chilli and garlic bread, Sunday afternoon was spent in Backus Woods on a ‘Biodiversity Bingo’ scavenger hunt getting down and dirty in search for all kinds of things like salamanders, tree fungus and woodpecker holes.
All in all, the camp was a fun and educational experience for everyone involved and we look forward to offering it again next year.  We believe that it is imperative to get youth involved and connected to nature at an early age and it is through events such as this that encourage them to discover the wonders of nature and abundance of living things all around them.
Kids For Turtles would like to say a big Thank-You to all the volunteers who helped make this such a wonderful experience for everyone.  Also, a special thanks to Becky Solymar and Pilar Manorome who helped plan camp activities and volunteered both days as camp assistants. Also thanks to The Apple Place in Simcoe for providing apple cider donuts and apple cider, and to TD Friends of the Environmrnt for their generous funding of the event.
Colleen Dale is the newly hired Kids for Turtles Coordinator, a committee of the Long Point World Biosphere Reserve Foundation, representing one of 15 UNESCO-designated biosphere reserves in Canada.  The foundations mission is “dedicated to conserving biodiversity, promoting sustainable communities, and partnering in research, monitoring, outreach and education”.

