Submission to Port Rowan Good News – December 2010 Issue
Research and Conservation Forum holds its First Meeting at Backus Heritage Conservation Area

On November 30th 50 biologists, government representatives and graduate students converged at the Education Centre in the Backus Heritage Conservation Area near Port Rowan. The occasion? An opportunity to provide updates on research and conservation projects being carried out in the boundaries of the Long Point World Biosphere Reserve, and to network and exchange ideas with their colleagues. Organizations attending include the Ministry of Natural resources, Bird Studies Canada, Long Point Stewardship Council, Long Point Region Conservation Authority, the Nature Conservancy of Canada, Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Environment Canada, Carolinian Canada, and Long Point Waterfowl. A total of 21 presentations were made – ranging from university-based research projects, ecological inventories, aquatic fish studies, bird and bat migration, turtle conservation and large scale stewardship projects.
Hosted by the Long Point Biosphere Reserve Foundation, the first Long Point Biosphere Research and Conservation Networking Forum was intended to update  on important work being carried out in the local area. “I was amazed at the breadth of information provided – some of which I wasn’t even aware of – and I feel I’m pretty well connected with the research and conservation community!” stated event organizer and Biosphere Coordinator Bernie Solymár. Some of the speakers and presentations included:

Dr. Stewart Sweeney from the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs discussed the use of Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) imagery to being used in an Agricultural Resource Inventory. This technology will provide farm field-specific information to better understand crop rotation patterns, crop selection responses to market drivers, tillage system practices in relation to soil erosion and runoff management; and better nutrient and pest management decision-making. Dr Sweeney indicated that the project had the potential to also benefit environmental stewardship projects – especially those on farms.
A number of presenters, including  Stu MacKenzie and Liam McGuire from the University of Western Ontario, and Tara Crewe from Bird Studies Canada, discussed the critical importance of Long Point as a “stop-over” for migrating birds, bats and butterflies. The marshes, grassed dunes and forest cover provide important resting places and food sources for migrating animals to “re-fuel” for their long journey south to the Caribbean, Mexico or South America.  Jon McCracken, Director of National Programs with BSC provided a summary of 50 years of migratory bird monitoring at the Long Point Bird Observatory.
Several speakers presented on landscape conservation projects. Paul Gagnon with the Long Point Region Conservation Authority spoke on the success of the OPG Forest Corridor Project which has resulted in the re-forestation of 1000 acres of marginal farmland in the last 14 years. Dave Reid summarized the Alternate Land Use Services (ALUS) program, which over 6 years has made almost $360,000 in payments to farmers to implement conservation initiatives. Wendy Cridland and Tom Bradstreet of the Nature Conservancy of Canada discussed the organization’s purchases of over 4000 acres of land with the aid of the Garfield Weston Foundation, including Backus Woods and a conservation easement involving the Turkey Point Marsh.

Rounding out the day was a discussion on future research and conservation needs, led by Brian Craig, LPWBRF director.  Participants agreed that municipal politicians and the general public needed to be made more aware of the caliber and diversity of on-going projects that were being implemented locally based on good science. The need for a Community Action Plan and State of the Landscape report was discussed. There was also agreement that efforts should focus on involving our youth to help develop the “green” leaders of tomorrow. All participants agreed that this forum would become an annual event. 
Copies of the presentations made at the workshop will be posted on the LPWBRF’s website in the new year. Members of the public interested in learning more can visit www.longpointbiosphere.com. 
__________________________________________________________________________________
The Long Point World Biosphere Reserve is one of 15 biosphere reserves in Canada and one of over 500 globally which serve as models for fulfilling various international commitments for conserving biodiversity and working towards a sustainable future. The 3 main functions of biosphere reserves are conservation of biodiversity, promoting sustainable use of resources and community economies, and building capacity through research, monitoring, education, training and partnerships. The Long Point World Biosphere Reserve Foundation (LPWBRF) promotes research, monitoring, education and projects that support the goals of conservation and sustainable economies in Norfolk County. The ongoing goal of the LPWBRF is to promote public information and education regarding the nature of the Biosphere Reserve program and its significance to the public in general. 
For more information on the Long Point World Biosphere Reserve visit:

www.longpointbiosphere.org

or contact: 

Bernie Solymár, Project Coordinator, PLWBR Foundation @ 519-426-7124 or brcoordinator@lpwbrf.ca 

