(This article originally appeared in the July 2010 issue of the Port Rowan Good News)
What the Heck is a Biosphere Reserve Anyway?

Bernie Solymár, Coordinator, Long Point Biosphere Reserve Foundation

It’s interesting how often the term “Long Point Biosphere Reserve” is used locally. You see it in newspapers, on websites, and in promotional literature for the area. Surprisingly though, when I ask local folks to describe what a Biosphere Reserve is they are stumped. 

This article is the first of a three-part series on Biosphere Reserves. This article will explain what Biosphere Reserves are and what their function is. The second article will give a history of the Long Point Biosphere Reserve, and the third article will explain some of the projects that we are involved in today.

A “Biosphere Reserve” is an international designation of recognition from UNESCO (the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization) for an area in the world which is deemed to demonstrate a “balanced relationship between humans and the biosphere.” What this means is that people in a Biosphere Reserve tend to appreciate the environment and biodiversity around them, and work individually and collaboratively on minimizing impacts on local ecology. There are over 500 Biosphere Reserves around the world and 15 in Canada. To learn more about these google http://www.biospherecanada.ca/
Each Biosphere Reserve is intended to fulfill three basic functions, which are complementary and mutually reinforcing:

1. A conservation function - to contribute to the conservation of landscapes, ecosystems, species and genetic variation;

2. A development function - to foster economic and human development which is socio-culturally and ecologically sustainable;

3. A logistic function - to provide support for research, monitoring, education and information exchange related to local, national and global issues of conservation and development.
Biosphere Reserves are organized into three interrelated zones, known as the core area, the buffer zone,  and a transition area called the zone of cooperation. 
The core area represents lands that are protected over the long-term – for example, a federal or provincial park, a conservation reserve, a national wildlife refuge, land trust property or other protected lands. There can be multiple core areas in a Biosphere Reserve.

The buffer zone, which can be public or private lands, surrounds the core area. Activities here are normal operations (e.g. agriculture, recreation, etc.), which support the biosphere concept and help to buffer core areas from development. 
The zone of co-operation surrounds the core and buffer areas. It may contain a variety of agricultural and forestry activities, human settlements and other uses. It is here that the local communities, conservation agencies, scientists, community groups, private enterprises and other stakeholders to work together to manage and sustainably develop the area’s resources for the benefit of the people who live there. Because of the role that Biosphere Reserves can play in promoting the sustainable management of the natural resources of the region in which they lie, the transition area is of great economic and social significance for regional development.

It is important to note that Biosphere Reserves respect existing jurisdictional arrangements, including private property; and municipal, provincial and federal lands; and are neutral regarding any land claims or Treaty issues there may be concerning aboriginal rights in the region. They tend to be apolitical and prefer to take a community and regional approach to encourage cooperative social and economic development. 

(Next Month – The Long Point Biosphere Reserve: A Unique and Wonderful Place)
