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First Ever NatureFest a Success!

Bernie Solymár, Biosphere Reserve Coordinator

Long Point World Biophere Reserve Foundation

On May 27th through May 29th the Long Point Biosphere Reserve Foundation and its partners held the first-ever Long Point – Carolinian NatureFest, dubbed as a “celebration of our local nature featuring a weekend of birding, wildflower identification walks, amphibian hikes, tree identification, canoe and kayak paddles, youth activities, displays, wildlife shows and more.

The potential for the Long Point – Norfolk to host a nature-based festival was identified by the LPWBRF’s Sustainable Tourism Stakeholders Working Group. Our area is significant for its Carolinian forests, coastal and wetland habitat, native plant nurseries, cultural heritage, diverse agriculture, many rural land stewardship projects, migratory flyway and waterfowl staging grounds, and its biodiversity (touted as the highest in Canada!). The coalition’s thinking was – let’s promote, educate, and raise awareness and enjoyment of our wildlife and natural areas, while at the same time promoting eco-tourism in our region. Bernie Solymar, event organizer quipped during several media interviews, “We want folks to take only fond memories…but leave their dollars in the local economy!”.

After a really slow start to registrations (due to the unseasonably cool, rainy spring) people from as far and wide as Chatham, London, Toronto and Ottawa doubled registration numbers by the time of the event. And, although some events had to be cancelled due to lack of interest, 21 events went ahead and many of those ended up full. In fact, over a third of our events ended up full and others close to full. Where sign-up was light lucky registrants had the hike leaders all to themselves! Fifty four people came oput to see Michael Bradstreet speak about the 50 year legacy of Backus Woods, now owned by Michael’s employer, the Nature Conservancy of Canada. Approximately 70 people attended the hikes, biking and paddling activities over the next 2 days, and roughly another 70 came to see the wildlife shows at the Backus Heritage Outdoor Education Centre.

The feedback from hike, bike and paddle participants was overwhelmingly positive. Here’s a sampling: 

Jason Pye from Woodstock enthuased, “NatureFest was great! I just wish we were able to participate in more events!” Ariana Mitchell from Thorold said, “Our guide was terrific, was friendly, knowledgeable and a great teacher!”.  And Kathleen MacCarthy from Toronto wrote, “ I had a wonderful time. I am so happy to see other caring people making an effort to protect native animals and ecosystems. Keep up the excellent work!”
Wow! With feedback like that I guess planning for a 2nd Annual NatureFest better get started sooner than later!

The Long Point Biosphere Reserve Foundation wants to thank its sponsors and supporters for making NatureFest a success. Funding for NatureFest came from two grants through the TD Friends of the Environment and Ontario Power Generation. Long Point Eco-Adventures handled our registration and the canoes and kayaks what great supporters of eco-tourism in this area! Thanks also to the Long Point Region Conservation Area, Bird Studies Canada, the Biodiversity and Education Network, and The Causeway Restaurant, who provided fresh, delicious coffee and muffins for our early bird hikers every morning!
Of course, it is thevolunteers that are the backbone of any successful event! In our case we had many – from our organizing committee, to our enthusiastic and knowledgeable hike leaders, our two photographers, our information booth volunteers, When Nature Calls members, and Steve, Becky and Kristi at Long Point Eco-Adventures…. Thank you to all!
