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Kids for Turtles – 
Engaging Our Youth in Conservation and Nature Activities
Bernie Solymár and Colleen Dale
In May 2006 a well-known naturalist, Bob Bowles of Orillia, started a not-for-profit organization called Kids for Turtles Environmental Education after receiving a letter from Sydney Tanzola, a 12-year-old girl from Washago, Ontario. Sydney was concerned about the number of turtles that were hit by cars on a road near her home. Bob, well-known for his spirit of volunteerism and passion for all things living, formed the organization to help protect turtles from being killed while crossing local roads. The program has since expanded into focusing on species at risk, invasive species and healthy water systems.

In January 2009 the Long Point World Biosphere Reserve Foundation (LPWBRF) approached Bob and his board of directors to discuss the possibility of starting a local chapter of Kids for Turtles, which seemed a natural fit for an area rich in natural heritage – including some of the largest expanses of Carolinian forest in Canada, oak savanna, sand dunes and beaches, cold water streams and wetlands and the waters of Lake Erie. Our diversity of plants and animals is believed to be the highest in the country. We also have the most species-at-risk – which is actually a good indication of sufficient habitat for these species to thrive in.

The Long Point area, in particular, has some of the most significant populations of  reptiles-at-risk, including Blanding’s Turtles, Spotted Turtles, Eastern Fox and Eastern Hog-nosed Snakes. The David Stone Memorial Parkway (formerly known as the Long Point Causeway) is known as the fourth deadliest road for turtles in both Canada and the United States. Studies by the Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) over the past 30 years have shown that vehicles also kill hundreds of snakes, and thousands of frogs each year. Another good reason to form a local chapter of Kids for Turtles to help educate the local community on our endangered and threatened turtles and snakes!
In early March 2009, the LPWBRF was approved to launch Kids for Turtles Environmental Education Long Point-Norfolk Chapter. The focus of the local KFT chapter will be to engage youth and their families in nature and conservation based activities, and promote youth-led volunteer activities that help protect our air, water, soil, and biodiversity. 
The new Kids for Turtles Committee has already participated in two events. The first was the Wildlife Festival at the Aud in March. Our booth featured turtle shells, educational activities and literature – and most appealing to kids – live snakes provided by Sciensational Sssnakes. Then on April 18th we participated in Earth Day celebrations at the Backus Heritage Conservation Area.  Nick Wilson, a LPWBRF board member first led families on a salamander monitoring survey, followed by kids and their parents participating in the planting of a pollinator park. Using native flowering plants and shrubs provided by Mary Gartshore of Pteropyhlla Plants and Seeds in Walsingham, the pollinator park will attract native bees, wasps and butterflies and help provide nectar sources and nesting habitat.
Future projects being discussed are conducting local butterfly and dragonfly surveys and providing the collected data to organizations that collect this kind of information, helping install turtle crossing signs and build nesting mounds for turtles along the Causeway, a nature festival, participation in the Great Lakes Cleanup Day in September, and development of Ontario curriculum-based presentations on turtles, snakes, butterflies and other nature topics for local schools. 

Of interest to local families will be our next event, Learning about Long Point’s Turtles, which takes place on Saturday, June 13th at 6 P.M. at the Canadian Wildlife Service viewing platform along the Causeway. Accompanied by turtle biologist, Scott Gillingwater. Participants will learn about local turtle species, their biology and habitats and how we can help protect species-at-risk. With a little luck our walk along the dyke will turn up some nesting turtles that we can observe! This event is open to all kids and parents. Please bring appropriate footwear and insect repellent.
For more information on Kids for Turtles or if you would like to become a member, please visit our website at www.longpointbiosphere/kids-for-turtles,  or to volunteer at our events contact Colleen or Bernie at 519-410-8878 or kidsforturtles@lpwbrf.ca.
Bernie Solymár and Colleen Dale are co-chairs of Kids for Turtles, a project of the Long Point World Biosphere Reserve Foundation, representing one of 15 UNESCO-designated biosphere reserves in Canada.  The foundations mission is “dedicated to conserving biodiversity, promoting sustainable communities, and partnering in research, monitoring, outreach and education”.
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The Long Point-Norfolk Chapter of KIDS FOR TURTLES Environmental Education is operated under the auspices of the Long Point World Biosphere Reserve Foundation.
