  (This article originally appeared in the November 2009 Issue of the Pt. Rowan Good News)

Kids for Turtles and Local Schools Cleanup Long Point Beaches

By Bernie Solymár, Co-Chair, Kids for Turtles

On Sunday, September 20th a group of 15 Kids for Turtles members, parents and friends met at Hasting Beach to participate in the Great Canadian Shoreline Clean-up. An initiative of the Vancouver Aquarium and TD Friends of the Environment, the Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup is a national conservation initiative that allows all Canadians to have a positive impact on their local environment. More than just a program to pick up trash, data is collected from each cleanup which then allows the organizers to determine the major (and minor) causes of shoreline litter in each region. Last year alone, over 63,000 Canadians registered for the TD Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup, and in only one week participants removed135,467 kg of litter from 1,280 of Canada’s shorelines. 
On that sunny Sunday in September out little group collected 77.7 kg of garbage (plus 45 old tires) and 16.7 kg of recycling over the length of the beach along Hastings Drive and along the Canadian Wildlife Service’s property along Big Creek Marsh! We also found a dead painted turtle with fishing line and lots of old balloons with ribbon still attached.
On the following Thursday forty-five Grade 9 to 12 students from Valley Heights High School and seventy-eight Grade 7 and 8 students from Port Rowan Public School tackled Long Point Beach from The Causeway Restaurant to (and including) Long Point Provincial Park. They collected another 106 kg of garbage and 1.4 kg of recycling. Of note, were the 1200 cigarette butts and lots of spent firecrackers collected!
Under the capable supervision of Terri Groh, our Coordinator and Kids for Turtles Committee member, we are thrilled to have participated in the Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup and anticipate many more years of involvement in this worthwhile project.
Thanks to Norfolk County’s Roads Department for doing a special pick-up of garbage bags we deposited along Hastings Drive, to the Long Point Ratepayer’s for covering the cost of bussing the Valley Heights students to Long Point, and to Jeff and Rebecca Bouck, owners of The Causeway Restaurant and atPlay Adventures, for their generous donation of ice cream to over 100 kids that participated in our first annual “Long Point Shoreline Cleanup”.
Bernie Solymár is the Chair of Kids for Turtles, a project of the Long Point World Biosphere Reserve Foundation, representing one of 15 UNESCO-designated biosphere reserves in Canada.  The foundations mission is “dedicated to conserving biodiversity, promoting sustainable communities, and partnering in research, monitoring, outreach and education”.
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