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The Long Point Biosphere Reserve Foundation – Working with Communities and Our Environment
Bernie Solymár, Coordinator, Long Point Biosphere Reserve Foundation

(This is the final article in a series of 3 that discusses Biosphere Reserves and their function)
The Long Point Biosphere Reserve Foundation (LPBRF), founded in 1986, promotes research, monitoring, community outreach and education, partnerships, and projects that support the goals of biodiversity, conservation and sustainable communities in the Long Point World Biosphere Reserve. We exchange information and work collaboratively with the Canadian Biosphere Reserves Association, as well as other Biosphere Reserves in Canada and around the world. 
Our Board of Directors consists of volunteers that share the vision and objectives of the Foundation. They represent a broad spectrum of professions, including local business

people, farmers, foresters, biologists, engineers, nurses, teachers, writers, civil servants, retirees and others.
It`s important to note that our UNESCO/ MAB Biosphere Reserve designation does not bring with it any new authorities over lands, water or resources. The Foundation`s directors do not involve themselves in local politics, but instead strive to partner with like-minded organizations and individuals, and work within our communities at a grassroots level to help support the goals of Biosphere Reserves – conservation, sustainable communities, and research and education.

In 2008 the LPBRF, along with 13 other Biosphere Reserves in Canada, received a 5-year grant from the Canadian government to allow the hiring of a Coordinator to help implement projects identified by the Board of Directors as fitting the mission statement and goals of the LPBRF.
Below is a brief summary of some current projects that the LPBRF is involved in:
Forest Corridor Project

In 1997, the LPWBRF initiated the Forest Corridor Project, in partnership with the Long Point Region Conservation Authority, as a means to address forest fragmentation and improve linkages between natural areas. Benefits of this type of restoration include: improving wildlife habitat, retiring fragile agricultural lands, sheltering adjacent farm fields, and increasing biodiversity. Since 2000, Ontario Power Generation’s Carbon Sequestration and Biodiversity Project has provided funding to the project. Since 2001, almost 1000 acres of land have been restored with over 1,000,000 trees planted!

Kids for Turtles

In 2009 the youth environmental education organization, Kids for Turtles Environmental

Education (K4T), granted the LPWBRF a Long Point-Norfolk Chapter. Our committee of

local educators and naturalists is addressing “nature deficit disorder” in our youth by engaging them in preserving natural habitats and protecting the many species that live in these habitats. We provide an opportunity for kids and their families to interact with nature in a positive learning environment and participate in local conservation projects, such as shore line cleanups, nature camps, bio-blitzes, and tree planting.
Long Point Causeway Improvement Project

The LPWBRF is a major partner in this community-based project to revitalize the 3.5 kilometre Causeway that links Long Point with mainland southern Ontario. Today, this stretch of road is known as the fourth deadliest road for turtles in North America. Studies by the Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) over the past 30 years have shown that vehicles kill hundreds of snakes, turtles and frogs each year, including species at risk such as the Blanding’s and Spotted Turtles, and the Eastern Fox Snake. The main objective of the project is to reduce wildlife and species-at-risk road mortality by installing barrier walls and eco-passages under the road, and to improve water quality and water movement between Big Creek Marsh and Long Point Inner Bay by installing some large `wet`culverts under the causeway.
Sustainable Tourism Project

Initiated in 2009, the Long Point and Area Sustainable Tourism Project is partnering with Brock University, the Carolinian Canada Coalition, Norfolk County and other partners to develop local, low-impact eco-tourism opportunities that support the Parks Canada and the Tourism Industry Association of Canada’s definition of sustainable tourism: “Tourism which actively fosters appreciation and stewardship of the natural, cultural and historic resources and special places by local residents, the tourism industry, governments and visitors. It is tourism which can be sustained over the long term because it results in a net benefit for the social, economic, natural and cultural environments of the area in which it takes place.”
For more information on our projects, to become a member, or to volunteer please visit us at www.longpointbiospghere.com.

