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·To connect rural and urban residents, and individual and 
group conservation and stewardship efforts along the 
North Shore Lake Erie coastal zone, into a network of 
interconnected projects
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·To enhance ecological integrity, and conserve
coastal ecosystems and rare species in the Lake 
Erie Coastal Zone of Carolinian Canada
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·To enhance the enjoyment of coastal landscapes, 
and provide greater opportunities for access to 
and understanding of rare species and habitats
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How will we achieve the goals of the Coastal 

Zone Program?

The Lake Erie Coastal Stewardship Trail!
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The Lake Erie Coastal Stewardship Trail

·What is it?

A trail that will encourage conservation, 
stewardship, recreation, and ecotourism
along the Lake Erie Coast.

A trail that will: 
promote education, 
interactions with nature, 
& raise awareness
about SAR, coastal processes, agricultural, 
historical and cultural features, in Carolinian 
Canada 
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The Lake Erie Coastal Stewardship Trail

·Who is it for? 

Local residents, day-trippers, vacationers, tourists, 
and conservation organizations. 

Providing opportunities for local walks, educational 
outings, ecotourism, cultural explorations and 
nature-based volunteer activities.

Coastal Zone

Program



The Lake Erie Coastal Stewardship Trail

·Where will it be? 

Community interest will help determine the 

route

Community groups will be the owners and 

operators of their own trail

Participation in the trail is entirely voluntary
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The Lake Erie Coastal Stewardship Trail

·Where will it be? 

The goal is to have the entire north shore of Lake 

Erie connected
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·What will it look like?

Suggested features to include: 
- national and provincial parks 
- scenic views 
- restoration & demonstration    
sites

- agricultural tours 
- sites of historical & cultural            
heritage

- and many more!
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The Lake Erie Coastal Stewardship Trail

Map of potential sites & linkages in 

Essex & Chatham-Kent, suggested 

by participants of Forum 2009
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The Lake Erie Coastal Stewardship Trail



Preliminary Coastal Sites Map: 

Inventory of Sites of Interest

· Purple = Sites identified at the 2009 ñCaring for our Coastò Forum

· Blue = Sites found using internet research
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East Coast Possible Trail Linkages?
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West Coast Possible Trail Linkages?
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Selecting Key Sites to Tell The Story of the Coast

Coastal Zone

Program

Stories of Natural 

Processes

History of Human 

Settlement along the 

Coast

&
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·Five broad categories: 
1) Landforms Processes & Features
2) Hydrologic Processes & Features 
3) Climatic Processes 
4) Wildlife & Habitat Change 
5) Cultural Processes and Features
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Key Message Examples

·Watersheds

·Birding

·Ravines

·Old Shorelines



Green = good; Yellow = ok/alternate; Red = avoid; Blue = needs research


