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Backus Woods

Â Backus Woods is a 422 

hectare tract of mature 

Carolinian forest and 

associated habitat located in 

the heart of Norfolk County. 

Â The Backus Tract sustains 

one of Canada's best 

representative examples of 

the Southern Deciduous 

Forest Region, in terms of 

community and species 

composition, its relatively 

undisturbed condition and 

size. 



Background

Â LPRCA entered into agreement with Ontario Heritage 

Trust to steward BW.

Â Management Plan for Backus Woodswas developed 

in 1986.

Â Backus Woods Advisory Committee (BWAC) was 

created to advise the Long Point Region Conservation 

Authority (LPRCA) on sustainable conservation and 

management practices in Backus Woods. 



Background

Â Plan preceded in 1985 by an extensive ecological 

inventory of Backus Woodsô vascular plants, 

amphibians and reptiles, selected insect orders, 

breeding birds and mammals.

Â Over 500 vascular plant species representing 21% of 

Ontarioôs total flora, including 20 provincially and 

nationally designated species-at-risk. Also 80 species 

of birds, 23 species of herptiles and over a dozen 

mammal species were identified. 

Â Plan called for re-inventory every 20 years



Vegetation Survey

Â 1985 - 543 spp.; 2009 ï

555 spp. 

Â Ź American Chestnut, 

Flowering Dogwood

Â ŷButternut, Broad 

Beech Fern, Tulip Tree 

and Puttyroot 

Â Total SAR = 19 ñat 

riskò and/or ñrareò 

species



Breeding Birds

Â 1985 ï81; 2009- 87

Â Absent- Barred Owls and Whip-poor-wills

ÂŹWood Thrush, Veery, and Ruffed Grouse

Âŷ Rose-breasted Grosbeak and Red-bellied 

Woodpecker 

Â Also Red-headed Woodpecker, Hooded 

Warbler, ProthonotaryWarbler and Louisiana 

Waterthrush


