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TABLE 1.

SUMMARY OF

NATTHIE

AL FENTURES ANALYS 1S AND CARDIDATE
BY PHYSTIOGRAPIIC REGION AND LANDFORM FOR 5ITE
WEST OF THE HALDIMAND CLAY PLAIN

NATURE RESERVE
DISTRICT 7-2

SELECTTON PROGCEDUR

FEATURES REPFRESENTED BY A ; ’ TE KA
ANALYS1S OF NATURAL FEATURES OF SITE DISTRICT CANDIDATE NATURE RESERVES '1ﬁ§2fﬁﬁ L“N";rﬁéhvti'““
IN PROVINCIAL PARKS/RESERVES FROM SELECTED 10
- - " ' HU b a4 N i
thsxugrnph:c Proportion of Landforms Proportion of Types of Natural Park Name Feature(s) | Approx.Area PER;LﬁLASE M[ggzkhh%gk-nuf-
legions Wholly| Site District | found within| Physiographic| Features remaining PARK HLSFRVFS SN RN IURRS
or partly covered by Physiographic Region on these landforms - .
) wityin Physicgraphic Region occupied by and proportion
Site District Region ecach Landform remaining in
a Natural Condition
Norfolk 25 sand plain 95 -about 15 to 25% left - - -upland -Springwater Forest
Sand Plain in forest and wetland forests (401/11 980320)
(a small greatest amount in
part extends| the south -upland/low- [|-Backus Woods
into 7-6) -the remaining natural land forests|| (401/9 420230)
areas range from abouf -South Walsingham
25 to 500 ha in size Sand Ridges
o -the larger areas are || ca01/10 360200)
associated with: ;
-river valleys;sites -river valley§-Big Otter Creek
along the 4 major with adjoin-|| (401/15 195405)
streams dissecting ing uplands [|-Big Creek Flood-
the sand plain - plain (401/10
Kettle, Catfish, 380210)
Otter and Big Creeks -Delhi Big Creek
-wetter, lowlying Valley (401/15
parts of the sand 400400)
plain (interdunal -Spooky Hollow
and intermorainal (401/9 555305)
areas)
-very dry sand plain -dry, open,
sites oak plains
-shorebluffs and
beaches along Lake -shoreline
Erie shoreline environments|
clay plain 5, -a few woodlots and - - - - B
| stream valleys remai
-also an area along
Big Otter Creek
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SUMMARY OF NATURAL FEATURES ANALYSLS AND CARDIDATE NATHIE RESERVE SELECTION PROCEDURE
BY PHYSIOGRAPMIIC REGION AND LANDFORM FOR STTE DISTRICT 7-2
WEST OF THE  HALDIMAND CLAY PLAIN

TABLEE 1.

FEATURES REPRESENTED BY
CANDIDATE NATURE RESERVLES
IN PROVINCIAL PARKS/RESERVES

FEATURES
MISS5 NG
FROM
PROVINCIAL
PARKS AND
‘PARK RESERVES

CANDIDATE NATHRI

ANALYSIS OF NATURAL FEATURES OF SITE DISTRICT

RESERVES

Park Name Feature(s) Approx.Area MISSING FEATURES

Types of Natural
Features remaining
on these Landforms

and proportion

remaining in
a Natural Condition

Landforms
found within
Physiographic

Region

Proportion of
Physiographic
Region
occupied by
each Landform

Proportion of
Site District
covered by
Physiographic
Region

Physiographic
Jegions “wholly
or partly
within
Site District

-Plum Creek Upland
Woodlots (40J/16
960365)

-upland/low-
land forests

-about 10% left in - - -
natural condition

~-the woodlots at the J
back of farms are r
frequently linked,
forming larger natur-
al areas from 50 to
300 ha in size
-natural areas also
remain along creek
valleys (Bear Creek,
Black Creek)

bevelled till 95

plain

St. Clair 13
Clay Plains
(also in
e -Bear Creek Flood-
plain and Table-
land Woods

(40J/9 900330)

-valleys with
adjoining
uplands

-1%; a very few small - = 5
woodlots and wctland7

till moraine 4

-10% ‘
~-forests and shrub-
lands along Clear

Creek

clay plain 1

—Thames River Flood-
plain (401/12
550315)

-Talbot Creek
(401/11 695200)

Ekfrid Clay 9 100 -river valley

Plain

clay plain
(the Thames
River flood-
plains are
mapped as
sand plain)

-mostly cleared; ahuuqH - = -
5% or less forested

-a few scattered small
woodlots from 30 to
80 ha in size

-also forested corri- h
dors along the major
rivers, their tribu-
taries and smaller

-clay plain
woodlots




TARLE 1.

SUMMARY OF NATURAL FENTURES ANALYSTS ARD CARDIDATE NATHII
BY PHVSIOGRAPIIG REGION AND LANDEORM FORR STTE DESTRICT

7-2

RESERVE SELLCTTON PROCLEINIRE

WEST OFF ‘111 HALDIMAND CLAY PLAIN
FEATURES REPRESENTED BY FENTURES CANDIIATE ST
ANALYSTS OF NATURAL FEATURES OF STTE DISTRICT CANDITDATE NATURE: RESERVES MISSING RESERVI 5
IN PROVINCIAL PARKS/RESERVES FROM CSELECTED T
o I'ROVINCIAL REPRESENT THE
Physiographic| I'roportion of LandForms Proportion of Types of Natural Park Name Feature(s) | Approx.Area || PARKS AND MISSING FEATURES
tepions Wholly| Site District | found within| Physiographic | Features remaining TARK HESERVES
or partly covercd by Physiopraphic Region on these Landforms
within Physiopgraphic Repion occupicd by and proportion
Site District Repion cach LandTorm remaining in
a Natural Condition
Huron Fringe 3 sand plain with 85 -about 50 to 60% Pinery Pro- |-coastal dune| 1200 ha -sand dune/ |-Port Franks Wetland
(also in sand dunes and -consists of forested |fincial Park| system of (3000 acres) ridge, wet lands and
6-2 and 6-3) sand ridpes dune ridges, often forested and swale systemq| Forested Dunes
separated by wet unforested and wetlands || (40P/4 265855)
swales dunes, with
-much of the shoreline river flood-
o built up with cottagey plain and
-more of the backshore important wet
dune ridge and swale meadow and
systems undeveloped open dune
-one small shoreline savanna sites
marsh south of the as well
Kettle Point Indian
Reserve 1pperwash -small wooded 4 ha
Provincial dune and (10 acres)
clay plain and 15 -2% Park interdunal,
puck -small sections of calcareous,
shorebluff undeveloper wet meadow
-most of shoreline complex
built up with
cottages
Erie Spits 3 |sand dunes and 1000 -70 to 80% left in Long Point | -wetlands 110 ha |-a major -Long Point and
(also in ridges, wet- natural condition; Provincial (wet meadow,| (275 acres)|| Great Lakes || Turkey Point
7-1) lands and open the rest is built up (|Park shrub thick- sandspit and| (40I/9 600110)
water with cottages ets and marsh (wet-
marsh) ,north lands system
of main park
road
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TARLE T2 SUMMARY OF NNTURAL FEANTURES ANALYSTS AND CAMIIDATE HATIRE RESERVE SELECTION PROCEDURE

BY PHYSTOGRAPHIC REGTON ANGE LARDIORM FOIU STTE ISTRICE 7-2
WEST OF ‘111i  HALDIMAND CLAY PLAIN

— " o . . FENTURES REPRESENTED 1Y TN " T
ANALYSITS OF NATURAL I.I.Alllnl;b 0F 511 NISTRIC CANDIDATE: NATURE RESERVES I:q?n[,‘czl::.;:. Lmn:{::‘:,{:j\-m“"”:
IN PROVINCIAL PARKS/RESERVES FHOM qp{h;ﬁr:ﬁqn
Physiographic| Proportion of LandTorms Pro i T gl ST i
; T t : portion of Iypes of Natural PPark Ne ‘o 3 o gt L
legions Wholly| Site District | Found within Physiographic Fcnrurcs remaining i e bl b L HISSING FEATURES
nr.pnftly COV?rcd by_ PMhysiographic Region an these Landforms s i
. ult?ln _ Physlugrnph:c Region occupicd by and proportion
Site District Region each Landlorm remaining in
a Natural Condition
Erie Spits
cnnt';] Turkey Pointf-wetlands - 60 ha
Provincial (coniferous (150 acres)
Park swamp, decidu}
ous swamp,
thickets and
cattail marsh
flanked by a
steep, forest}
. ed, shore-
bluff
garzé;i ) 3 sand plain 100 -3% - -
[:Tsn 1:1ns -mostly cleared i i
5 -a few scattered
woodlots (20 to
100 ha in size)
:?:nt Elgin 3 till moraine 60 -3% -
(algzsin -a few scattered i i
g clay plain 40 woodlots (20 to 100
ha in size)
-several sites along
Kettle Creek and its
tributaries
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FIGURE 4.

WEST OF THE HALDIMAND CLAY PLAIN

Springwater Forest

. Backus Woods

. South Walsingham Sand Ridges
Big Otter Creek

Big Creek Floodplain

Delhi Big Creek Valley
Spooky Hollow

. Plum Creek Upland Woodlots

. Bear Creek Floodplain and
Tableland Woods
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LOCATION OF CANDIDATE NATURE RESERVES IN SITE DISTRICT 7-2
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Thames River FluodplaiT
Talbot Creek
Skunk's Misery
Elgin and Kent County
Shoreline
Ausable River
Port Franks Wetlands
and Forested Dunes
Long Point and a2
Turkey Point
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TABLE 3. SUMMARY OF THE MAJOR FEATURES REPRESENTED IN CANDIDATE NATURE RESERVES IN SITE DISTRICT 7-2,

1z

WEST OF THE HALDIMAND CLAY PLAIN

CANDIDATE NATURE RESERVE

MAJOR VEGETATION-LANDFORM FEATURES

VERY APPROXIMATE

REPRESENTED SIZE (ha)
NORFOLK SAND PLAIN

Springwater Forest An exceptionally mature deciduous forest 185
(401/11 980320) (beech-maple-oak) growing on a loamy sand

plain upland. A mixed stand dominated by

white pine prevails in the northeast

corner of the tract. Springwater Forest

is a headwater source for Bradley's Creek,

a tributary of Catfish Creek.
Backus Woods Backus Woods is an outstanding example of 420
(401/9 420230) Carolinian forest, flora and fauna. Sand

ridge uplands (oak-red maple-white pine;

beech-sugar maple) are separated by wetter,

lowlying swamps. A headwater source for

Dedrick Creek.
South Walsingham Sand South Walsingham Sand Ridges is characterized 420
Ridges by undulating sand ridges which alternate with
(401/10 360200) wetter lowlying swamps. A headwater source for

Big Creek.
Big Otter Creek A 7 km corridor of forested valley rim, slope 500
(401/15 195405) and floodplain habitats along the deeply

incised valley of Big Otter Creek. This site

features impressive floodplain stands of

sycamore.
Big Creek Floodplain A river valley complex with excellent examples 185

(401/10 380210)

of open floodplain communities - wet meadows,
marshes, shrub thickets and oxbow ponds filled
with aquatic vegetation.



TABLE 3. SUMMARY OF THE MAJOR FEATURES REPRESENTED IN CANDIDATE NATURE RESERVES IN SITE DISTRICT 7-2,
WEST OF THE HALDIMAND CLAY PLAIN

CANDIDATE NATURE RESERVE

-MAJOR VEGETATION-LANDFORM FEATURES

VERY APPROXIMATE

REPRESENTED SIZE (ha)
Delhi-Big Creek Valley A 5 km, steeply-cut, section along the valley 250
(401/15 400400) of Big Creek with an excellent variety of
vegetation - deciduous floodplains, mixed and
deciduous floodplain terraces, cedar swamp,
mixed slope forests, oak parklands at the
valley rim with small prairie remnants.
Spooky Hollow Includes the valley of Fischer's Creek (with 240
(401/9 555305) oak-beech-sugar maple slopes, deciduous bottom-
lands and tamarack-white pine swamp) and sand
plain uplands extending west to Crane's Creek
(with a mix of young oak woodland, red cedar-
: sassafras-oak savanna and pine plantation).
e Part is preserved by the Hamilton Field
Naturalists Club.
ST. CLAIR CLAY PLAINS
Plum Creek Upland Woodlots Two upland (oak-hickory) woodlots situated on 210
bevelled till plain. A small amount of silver
maple swamp is present. A headwater source for
Plum Creek, a tributary to Black Creek.
Bear Creek Floodplain and Stream bottomland habitats and an adjoining oak- 70
Tableland Woods hickory upland forest.
(40J/9 900330)
EKFRID CLAY PLAIN
Thames River Floodplain This 8 km stretch along the Thames River contains 240
(401/12 550315) rich, mature floodplain forests composed of black
walnut, black maple and hackberry.
Talbot Creek A large river valley complex with high quality, 400
' (401I/11 695200) representative upland sugar maple forests growing
on a clay plain site.
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TABLE 3. SUMMARY OF THE MAJOR FEATURES REPRESENTED IN CANDIDATE NATURE RESERVES IN SITE DISTRICT 7-2,
WEST OF THE HALDIMAND CLAY PLAIN
CANDIDATE NATURE RESERVE MAJOR VEGETATION-LANDFORM FEATURES VERY APPROXIMATE
REPRESENTED SIZE (ha)
BOTHWELL SAND PLAIN
Skunk's Misery An extensive tract of deciduous upland forest 1100
(401/12 340230) and deciduous swamp. A headwater source for
the Thames and Sydenham Rivers.
Elgin and Kent County The largest stretch of steep bluff shoreline 520
Shoreline remaining in natural habitat (wet woods, shrub
(401/5 440015) thickets and old fields) along the north shore
of Lake Erie.
HORSESHOE MORAINES AND
HURON SLOPE
& Ausable River An extensive, deep gorge and river valley cut 1400
2] (40P/4 345740) through till moraine and sand plain deposits
into bedrock by the Ausable River. This is
one of the largest river valley corridors left
in a natural condition in Site Region 7.
HURON FRINGE
Port Franks Wetlands and A coastal sand dune, ridge and swale sequence 480
Forested Dunes along the Lake Huron coast. Features a rich
(40P/4 265855) assemblage of wetlands (shallow pond, marsh,
wet meadow, shrub thickets, swamp, bog and
fen elements) in an interdunal lowland, lying
just south of the cottage area at Port Franks.
A succession of wooded dunes continues south
almost to Hwy. 21.
ERIE SPITS
Long Point and Turkey Point A major Great Lakes sand spit and shoreline 10270

(401/9 600110)

marsh/wetland system. Much of Long Point is
protected by the major landholders - the Long
Point Company, the Canadian Wildlife Service

and the Long Point Region Conservation Authority.
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SITE DISTRICT 7-2: NORFOLK SAND PLAIN - Upland/Lowland Forests

ONTARIO NATURE RESERVES PROGRAM - LIFE SCIENCE INVENTORY CHECK-SHEET

NaME MAP NAME MAP NUMBER UTM REF.
Backus Woods Long Point 401/9 420230
Also on 40I/10
COUNTY, DISTRICT or REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY LAT. LONG. ALT, MIN. MAX.
o . o "
Haldimand - Norfolk 44 40N | 80 20 |ca. 650-700 fr.
LOCALTY "5 km northwest of Port Rowan 1550000 NTS MAP SHOWING ARES,  RQUNCHF'ES-, - RO
» g =y [ 5t /
____west of Dedrick Creek . A NS )
TOWNSHIP LOTS CONCESSIONS

South Walsingham

AREA
approxX.J(04(0acres
OWNERSHIP

approx. 420 ha

ADMINISTRATION

FOREST REGION AND DISTRICT | SIE REGION AND DISTRICT
D-1 7-2 Six
[MNR REGION AND DISTRICT ] RVATION & -
SW-Simcoe Long Point C.A.
[AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS
BASE MAP: 426802
YEAR ROLL _ FLIGHT LINE_ NUMBERS
L™
1978 214 4247 101-104
1978 214 4246 81-84

PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL FEATURES

Backus Woods lies near the southern limit of the Norfolk sand plain, on gently
undulating terrain composed of low ridges separated by lowlying, wetter, plains.
This large forest tract is well known throughout southern Ontario to biologists

and naturalists alike, for its excellent examples of Carolinian forest, flora and
fauna. Stands of oak, red maple and white pine characterize the driest sandy
ridges; flowering dogwood (Cornus florida) is a frequent understory shrub. Forests
of beech and sugar maple with occasional red maple, red oak, yellow birch, white
ash, basswood and tulip-tree dominate other upland sites. Between the ridges, where
drainage is imperfect, are deciduous lowlands or spring swamps of silver maple-

yellow birch-white elm; black gum-red maple-ash

; swamp white oak-silver maple, etc.

A few of the wettest depressions hold small
of buttonbush (Cephalanthus oceidentalis),

» shallow pools ringed by shrub thickets
winterberry (Ilex vertieillata) and

dogwood (Cornus obliqua).

The stream habitats found along Dedrick Creek, at the east edge of the forest where
clay soils are exposed, add to the diversity of the Backus tract. Along the
meandering stream course are wet sedge and herbaceous meadows, alder-dogwood thickets,
ash swamp, and mixed hemlock-red maple-yellow birch-beech forest. Slopes covered
with hemlock and sugar maple-beech-hemlock rise from the floodplain. Past selective

[DATA SHEETS ATTACHED

MAJOR INFORMATION SOURCES

Lindsay, August 1976, Brief field notes; 1981
Airphoto Intergretatlon; IBP, 1971; Argus
and White, 1977; Catling and Whiting, 1976;
Cruise and Catling, 1969: Cruise, 1969;
Speirs, 1971, 1977; Whiting, 1981,
personal communication with Lindsay.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
VEGETATION SUMMARY
EVALUATION SHEET
COMMUNITY DESCRS.
COMMUNITY COMP, LISTS

SUMMARY SPECIES LISTS
PHYSICAL FEATURES MaP
VEGETATION MaPp
BIBELIOGRAPHY
FHOTOGRAPHS

EVALUATION AND PRIORITIES
Backus Woods is the best example of an upland/lowland forest complex on the Norfolk

Sand Plain. A very high priority for protection.
[DATE COMPILED COMPILER
6 May 1981 K. M. Lindsay

P e 35 :
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, Division of Parks, Park Planning Branch, Queens Park, Toronto, Ontaric, M7A 1W3



logging and access trails are some of the impacts that have effected this
forest tract.

A number of rare Carolinian species - stands of black gum (Nygsa sylvatiea),
tulip-tree (Liriodendron tulipifera), swamp white oak (Quercus bzcho?) and
flowering dogwood (Cornus florida) - flour%sh at ?ackus Wogds. T§1§ is
the only extant site for the whorled pogonia orchid (Isotria vertieillata)
in Canada. A breeding bird census in part of the forest ¥ec0rded such
Carolinian species as Cerulean Warbler, Yellow-throated Vireo and Yellow-
billed Cuckoo (Speirs, 1977).

Backus Woods should be given a very high priority for protecFion. It
provides an excellent example of the natural foregts of the De?lduous Forest
Region which are fast disappearing. The combinatlog of §and ?1dge uplapds,
wet lowland plains and a stream valley produces a high d1ver51t¥ of habltats.
The large size of Backus Woods relative to other forest tracts in this
site idstrict and site region adds to its value as a natural benchmark
area. Further research on the phytosociology, ecology, flora and fauna of
Backus Woods is recommended.
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NORFOLK SAND

SH'_F RI TRICT 7-2: PLAIN - Upland/Lowland Forests
ARIO NATURE RESERVES PROGRAM - LIFE SCIENCE INVENTORY CHECK-SHEET

NAME MAP NAME MAP NUMBER UTM REF.
South Walsingham Sand Ridges Port Burwell 401/10 360200
COUNTY, DISTRICT or REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY LAT. LONG. ' ALT. MIN. MAX.
Haldimand - Norfolk

LOCALTY 5 km southwest of Walsingham;

immediately west of Big Creek
TOWNSHIP LOTS

South Walsingham

CONCESSIONS

. o -
42 38N 180 34W | ca. 625 - 675 £, |
il » o h- Y .-.._ 227 i 1

1A0.00N0 NTS

AREA
approx.jn4( acres approx. 42 ha

OWNERSHIP

ADMINISTRATION

B T Ty v

FOREST REGION AND DISTRICT | SITE REGION AND DIETHI
D-1 7-2
[MNR REGION AND DISTRICT | CONSERVATION & y
SW-Simcoe Long Point C.A.
"AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS :
BASE MAP: 426803 L~
YEAR ROLL _ FLIGHT LINE NUMBERS M
N\ Rowan
1978 214 4245 226-228 - bl
1978 282 4244 19-22 ~

PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL FEATURES

landscape.
oak and white pine.

florida) are well represented.
Rat Snake have been reported.
through the forest.

Backus Woods (401/9 420230).
candidate nature reserve,

Within the South Walsingham Sand Ridges area, a combination of undulating sand
ridges (from 3 to 7 m in height) and wetter,
The dry to dry mesic slopes and crests of the ridges are wooded with
Deciduous lowlands and swamps (silver maple,
yellow birch, ash, bitternut and tulip-tree) stretch between the ridges.
species such as sassafras, black oak, tulip-tree and flowering dogwood (Cornus
Poke milkweed (Asclepias exaltata) and the Black

A few plots of coniferous reforestation are scattered

Parts of this site are variously disturbed by selective
cutting, forest management and forest access roads.

The South Walsingham Sand Ridges is a large,

of a sand ridge and lowland forest tract typical of the Norfolk sand plain.
vegetation-landform features found here are similar

The South
Big Creek Floodplain (40I/10 380215).

lowlying plains creates a varied

red maple,
Carolinian

diverse area offering representation
The
in some ways to those at
Walsingham Sand Ridges adjoins another

DATA SHEETS AT TACHED

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION SUMMARY SPECIES LISTS

VEGETATION SUMMARY PHYSICAL FEATURES MAP

EVALUATION SHEET VEGETATION MAP

COMMUNITY DESCRS. BIBLIOGRAPHY

COMMUNITY COMP. LISTS PHOTOGRAPHS

MAJDR INFORMATION SOURCES

Lindsay, August 1976, Brief field notes; 1981,
Airphoto Interpretation; IBP, 1970; Argus and

White, 1977; Fox and Soper, 1952, 1953, 1954;

Soper, 1955, 1962 .

EVALUATION AND PRIGRITIES
Another good examp

le of an upland/lowland forest complex typical of the Norfolk
Sand Plain.
DATE COMFILED COMPILER
S May 1983 K. M. Lindsay

Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, Division of Parks, Park Planning Branch, Queens Park, Toronto, Ontario, M7A 1W3
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SITE DISTRICT 7-2: NORFOLK SAND PLAIN - Upland/Lowland Forests

LARTH JLiFL MAM[ CF ARES mar N..lT UTM REFERENCE

= X| Mount Salem Forest 40I/10 |070295 |-

North and east of Mount Salem is a ca., 240 ha block of
forest on ﬁently undulating sand plain. Sugar maple,beech
hemlock and yellow birch grow on the low ridges. Linear-
shaped swamps of silver maple with some ash and elm lie
between the ridges. The tract is variously disturbed and
includes some plantation. This is the only location known
in Canada for the smaller whorled pogonia orchid (Isotria

medeoloides), one of Ontario's endangered species.

" Macdonald, 1981, personal communication with Lindsay;
Lindsay, 1981, Airphoto Interpretation. [

FILLD SUMyEY iCaTD Fanim STl CECH BelEY LHE SCIeMCL LeTis BMLET DATS LARS COMPLED
P Lindsay, 1981
| ONTARIO NATURE RESERVES PROGRAM | ONTARIO MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES
[ ENVIRONMENTAL DATA CARD oo oy i TR (s avigdi Feiciongt o
LARTH [LITT | WAME OF AREA A - AP TepY UM MEFTRERCE
South Walsingham Sand Ridges || 401/10 60200

TV “immediately west ovaig Creek, 5 km southwest of
Walsingham is approximately 420 ha of forest on undulat-
ing sand ridges rising above wetter, low-lying plains.
The ridges are wooded with oak and pine; the lowlands
contain deciduous forest and swamp (silver maple, red
maple, yellow birch, ash, bitternut hickory and tulip-
treeﬂ. Carolinian species and rare species such as
Black Rat Snake and poke milkweed (Ascelpias exaltata)
are present. A candidate nature reserve.

**"**Lindsay, 1976, Airphoto Interpretation; IBP, 1970;
Arpus and White, 1977

lltiﬁﬂswl Lamim BCIEMEE CHECK BMEET LIFE SCIEMCE CHECK BMELT DATA CARD WIFIL'I-B_

August 1976 Lindsay, 1981

ONTARIO NATURE RESERVES PROGRAM | ONTARID MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES
ENVIRONMENTAL DATA CARD T FLDAR, WTRLY REOEH, GUkEn's. Pani. yORaT ST

L]

EARTH JLiFL WAME OF ARLA AP SmELT UTM MEFEREMCE

i X | Backus Woods 401/9 420230

Extends onto 40I/10. This large forest tract (approx.
400 ha) located 5 km northwest of Port Rowan is an out-
standing example of Carolinian forest, flora and fauna.
Low sand ridges separated by wetter, low—l{ing plains
form a varie§ landscape. Woods of oak-maple-pine and
beech-sugar maple grow on the ridges and upland sites.
Sgring swamps, deciduous lowlands, small pools and wet
;

ickets occupy the plains. Backus is the onlg_extant
site for Teotria verticillata in Canada. A candi
|_nature reserve.

*"“Lindsay, 1976, 1981, Airphoto Inter?retation; 1BP,1971,
Cruise § Catling 1969 épe'lrs, 1971, 1977.

date

W LANTH BCIENCT CHECH BREET TIFL SCIENCE CHECR BRELT DATA CARD COMPILED
August 1976 Lindsay, 1981
ONTARIO NATURE RESERVES PROGRAM | ONTARIO MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA CARD B FLOGR IREY LOCH e e L rsNtNG. St
39 —
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SITE DISTRICT 7-2:
ONTARIO NATURE

NORFOLK SAND PLAIN - River Valle
RESERVES PROGRAM

s with adjoining Uplands
= LIFE SCIENCE INVENTORY CHECK-SHEET

approx.1400 3%7€S ,nh10x, 647  ha
OWNERSHIF F

L) (.l_ﬂ}r
AD 3 /‘J
MINISTRATION ‘}3&5 -
R S\ *
FOREST REGION AND DISTRICT | SITE REGION AND DISTRI \ 3”"',
D-1 7-2 =
MNR REGION AND DISTRICT CONGSERVATION AUTHORITY : rn :
SW-Aylmer Long Point C.A. 5~ ;
[RERIAL PROTOGRAPHS 7 N
BASE MAP: 427804 = 55
YEAR ROLL FLIGHT LINE NUMBERS " 2 . u_—)“
1978 252 4258 ~ "78-82 S T\~
1978 205 4257 54-57 z
1978 252 4256 94-98 %
gl

NAME MAP NAME WMAP NUMBER UTM REF.
| Big Otter Creek Tillsonburg 401/15 195405
COUNTY, DISTRICT or REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY LAT. LONG. o ALT. MIN, MAX.
o - -
Elgin and Haldimand-Norfolk 42~ 49N |80 46 W |ca. 650 - 775 ft.
LOCALTY along Big Otter Creck, about T{So000 WS WAP SHOWRE RN DEEES 2™
1.5 km south of Tillsonbur == =g P\ s N2
TOWNSHIP 1075 CONCESSIONS ATV S 4 - e ete iy
Bayham iy TR - Ostrande = —/
=\~ :
Middleton A — ==\ =
l.ullufiep o ? o i £ J,_::p- I
I SRR e -7 I
G T, ool QL b :J/ ¥ \oxrorn &2
AREA e TG -_'.'T'n'al--
o TEN . .

PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL FEATURES

A large, relatively intact, natural corridor follows the deeply incised, meandering
valley of Big Otter Creek for about 7 km south from Tillsonburg. It encompasses
steep forested valley slopes and a rather broad floodplain vegetated with deciduous
forests of variable ages along with some open floodplain communities. Lining the
riverbank levees and reaching back onto alluvial flats are impressive stands of
sycamore - willow- cottonwood - manitoba maple and black maple - basswood - ash -
blue beech. These are the most extensive stands of sycamore that the author has
seen in southern Ontario. Younger bottomland forests and thickets in various
stages of succession include hawthorn - basswood - black maple - white elm; ash -
basswood - blue beech - shagbark hickory. Shrub thickets (dogwood - ninebark -
_willow - riverbank grape) and tall herbs such as jewelweed, ostrich fern and

dame's rocket are found in openings and along the riverbanks.

The east and north-facing slopes and tributary ravines tend to be dominated by
hemlock with some yellow birch and red maple. Deciduous cover is more prevalent

on the west and south-facing slopes (red oak - white oak - sugar maple - white
pine - beech; beech - sugar maple - hemlock - oak). The forests located in a
narrow band along the valley rim are young and quite disturbed, generally a mixed
oak-pine association (red oak, white oak, white pine, sugar maple and large-toothed

DaTA SHEETS &TTACHED
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

VEGETATION SUMMARY
EVALUATION SHEET
COMMUNITY DESCRS.
COMMUNITY COMP. LISTS

MAJOR INFORMATION SOURCES

Lindsay, September, October, 1976, Brief
field notes; 1981, Airphoto Interpretation;
Oxford County ESA, 1976; Sensitive Areas
Report, 1976; IBP, 1971.

SUMMARY SPECIES LISTS
PHYSICAL FEATURES MAP
VEGETATION MAP
BIBLIOGRAPHY
PHOTOGRAPHS

EVALUATION AND PRIORITIES

A relatively intact, forested river valley section with exceptional deciduous
bottomland stands.
DATE COMPILED COMPILER

13 May 1981 K. M. Lindsay

Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, Division of Parks, Park Planning Branch, Queens Park, Toronto, Ontario, M7A 1W3



aspen).

The Big Otter Creek area is surrounded by agricultural land. A few sections
along the floodplain and slopes have been cleared. Gravel concession roads
cross the valley at two junctures.

Big Otter Creek offers excellent representation of a relgtiv?ly int§ct,_r1ver
valley system and exceptional deciduous bottomlands. This, in qomblnat%on
with its condition, diversity and size make Big Otter Creek a high-ranking
candidate nature reserve,

faton
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SITE DISTRICT 7-2: NORFOLK SAND PLAIN - River Valleys with adjoining Uplands
ONTARIO NATURE RESERVES PROGRAM - LIFE S

IENCE INVENTORY CHECK-SHEET

INAME

MAP NAME MAP NUMBER UTM REF.
Big Creek Floodplain Port Burwell 401/10 380210
COUNTY, DISTRICT or REGIONAL MURNICIPALITY LAT. LONG. ALT. MIN, MAX,

o - o -
Haldimand - Norfolk 42 39N | 8o :2W| . .
LOCALITY on Big Creek, 3 km SSW of Te&n N0 N'ESQ MaP_SHOWING | ARFA_ Il??!lu;g/m: , 1: :‘-:2‘1
Walsingham - AR P (Boee L —
TOWNSHIP LoTs CONCESSIONS A }bf”a ‘? : / ‘,ﬁ?ggigf"‘ C A\
South Walsingham SSSE( A\ Y ) X — A
R T2 il { Spring' b
_““"x_h‘_‘\\_h ( Arbour I
TN RS Dugeat X
LS I _ / o =7 )
AREA ‘ PR (e )/o (\ '\“_

! R T e 7 3
approx. 4559€™S  anhrox. 210 2@ B LA 7 o N 7\ 5F
OWNERSHIP 1 . W ) K P v

] M= J o e .

- { & NT | - - o1
ADMINISTRATION Vo) WL O - ==

— _— —y s
VP IACs) =A% :
[FOREST REGIGN AND DISTRICT | SITE REGION AND DISTRIET = L/) C L;_j\ é
D-1 78 )k, Q S84 =
MNR REGION AND DISTRICT | CONSERVATIGN AUTHOMITY P ﬂ%‘@-«l .
SW-Simcoe Long Point C.A. ;/;x“*-andx (S
RERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS - S (ij‘/ Lj _ W,
BASE MAP: 422803 - / P = ” i N
YEAR ROLL _ FLIGHT LINE NUMBERS (' /’—U//ﬂ\k/’ 24 Lo j 13
1978 214 4245  228-230 S 1 B A
1978 282 4244 22, 23 , / am R S
. oo [ \ N\
s - {'_"—F -

PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL FEATURES

Excellent examples of open floodplain communities remain along Big Creek at this
location.
floating and emergent aquatic vegetation, wet forb and shrub meadows, cattail
swards, buttonbush - willow - dogwood thickets, and seasonally inundated groves
of deciduous floodplain forest (willow, sycamore, black walnut) situated on
riverbank levees or raised portions of the floodplain. The north-facing valley
slopes and tributary ravines support mixed forests of hemlock with white pine,
yellow birch, red maple and beech in good condition. The south and east-facing
slopes are wooded with sugar maple and some beech and hemlock. Portions of these
slopes have been recently disturbed by selective logging. Dry oak-pine sandland

forests occur along the valley rim. Only a small part of the floodplain has been
cleared for cultivation.

The Big Creek Floodplain candidate nature reserve was chosen to represent the open
floodplain communities of river valley systems; habitats which are disappearing
rapidly throughout the Norfolk sand plain region as drainage projects facilitate
the conversion of floodplains to agricultural land. It is a large natural unit
with a diversity of habitats and wildlife. On the south it connects with another
candidate nature reserve, the South Walsingham Sand Ridges (401/10 360200).

The rather broad floodplain holds stranded meander pools with submerged,

DATA SHEETS AT TACHED

PHYSICAL DESCRIFTION
VEGETATION SUMMARY
EVALUATION SHEET
COMMUNITY DESCRS.
COMMUNITY COMP. LISTS

MAJOR INFORMATION SOURCES

Lindsay, August, 1976, Brief field notes;
1981, Airphoto Interpretation.

SUMMARY SPECIES LISTS
PHYSICAL FEATURES MaPp
VEGETATION MAP
BIBLIOGRAPHY
PHOTOGRAPHS

9 rew 1975

EVALUATION AND PRIDRITIES & = ol i
A Tiver valley complex with the best examples of open floodplain communities (wet

meadows, marshes, shrub carr, oxbow ponds) seen by the author in Site District 7-2.

DATE COMPILED COMPILER
13 May 1981 K. M. Lindsay 43
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SITE DISTRICT 7-2: NORFOLK SAND PLAIN -
ONTARIO NATURE RESERVES PROGRAM

River Valleys with adjoining Uplands.
— LIFE SCIENCE INVENTORY CHECK-SHEET

and Lynedoch

TOWNSHIP

Middleton
Charlotteville

LOTS CONCESSIONS

AREA

approx. 715 acres

approx. 330 bha
OWNERSHIP

ADMINISTRATION

NAME MAP NAME MAP NUMBER UTM REF.
Delhi Big Creek Valley Tillsonburg 401/15 400400
COUNTY, DISTRICT or REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY LAT. LDNG. ALT. MIN. MAX.
Haldimand - Norfolk 42 ° 49°N | 80 ° 31'W | ca. 650 - 775 ft.
LOCALITY along Big Creek between Delhi }:50.00p NIS MAP SHOWING A AREA BOUNDARIES 1:250,000

-‘-‘i’??fa‘r_@-f _ \
=T

s
NUReE

[FOREST REGION AND DISTRIGT | SITE REGION &N 15TRI
D-1 7-2
MNR REGION AND DISTRICT CONSERVATION AUTRORITY ]
SW-Simcoe Long Point C.A. ‘
(RERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS sase war: 427803
YEAR ROLL _ FLIGHT LINE  __ NUMBERS
1972 23 4235 106-108 “
1972 8 4234 141, 142

Ottkrville

N

\)
[X2D4

PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL FEATURES

A steep-sided valley dissects the Norfolk sa
between Delhi and Lynedoch. Near the south
through a low moraine ridge which crosses th
direction. Mixed forests, which vary consid
soil moisture and stand history, cover the v
yellow birch - white birch - basswood - elm;

Seepage areas are frequent along the slopes.

floodplain depression, flanking the river.

oak - white pine - sugar maple - hemlock; cedar - white birch - hemlock, etc.).

Closed and semi-open associations of cottonwood, willow,

blue beech, ash, cedar and elm, along with shrub thickets
and riverbank habitats along the meandering course of Big
sites consist of drier, more elevated, floodplain terraces and wetter, lower, flood-
plain depressions (which are indicators of former stream meanders
Stands of white pine; cedar-ironwood-beech-ash; and
beech-hemlock were noted on floodplain terraces.
yellow birch-red maple-willow-poplar-white birch-white pine occurs in one

nd plain along Big Creek for about 5 km
end of the valley, the river also cuts
e valley in a northeast-southwest
erably in relation to slope exposure,
alley slopes (cedar - hemlock - ash -
sugar maple - beech - ash - hemlock;

black walnut, manitoba maple,
» characterize floodplain
Creek. Other bottomland

and channels).
birch-ash-black maple-poplar-
Cedar swamp composed of cedar-

DATE SHEE TS ATTACHED

PHYSICAL DESCRIFTION
VEGETATION SUMMARY
EVALUATION SHEET
COMMUNITY DESCRS.
COMMUNITY COMP. LISTS

SUMMARY SPECIES LISTS

PHYSICAL FEATURES MAP
VEGETATION MAP
BIBLIOGRAPHY
PHOTOGRAPHS

MAJOR INFORMATION SOURCES N
Lindsay, September - October, 1976, Brief

field notes; 1981, Airphoto Interpretation.

199 vy 1905

EVALUATION AND PRIORITIES

valley rim, slope and bottomland types.

A relatively intact, river valley corridor illustrating an excellent variety of typical

[DATE COMPILED
14 May 1981

COMPILER

K. M. Lindsay

Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, Division of Parks,

Park Planning Branch, Queens Park, Toronto, Ontario,

M7A 1W3




Edging the rim of the valley are young dry oak parklands (oag - pine -
large-toothed aspen) and occasional small prairie remnants with beardgrgss
(Andropogon scoparius), butterfly milkweed (Asclepias tuberosa), flowering
spurge (Euphorbia corollata), sunflower (Helianthus strumosus), roundhead
bush-clover (Lespedeza capitata) and seneca snakeroot (PoZygaZg senega) .

Other plants of note, found in the valley, are white camass (Z2igadenus elegans)
and Viola triloba.

Delhi Big Creek Valley was chosen as a candidate nature reserve because
it illustrates an excellent variety of typical valley rim, slope and
bottomland valley vegetation. Its condition overall is very good,
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SITE DISTRICT 7-2: NORFOLK SAND PLAIN - River Valleys with adjoining Uplands
ONTARIO NATURE RESERVES PROGRAM - LIFE SCIENCE INVENTORY CHECK-SHEET

NAME

MAP NAME MAP NUMBER UTM REF.

pooky Hollow Long Point 401/9 555305
COUNTY, DISTRICT or REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY LAT. LONG. ALT. MIN, MAX,
Haldimand - Norfolk 42" 44N 180 "10 W |ca. 625 - 725 £t
“OPTY4 km northeast of Turkey Pt. alonf '™ 700,NIR WP SHOWRG GRFE RUWAERIES — e
T%%’]?ﬁﬂrq r“lme(:-!kl...ﬂ‘l'gUSt northCO?I‘EEslé%]:Tg_Eﬂ-e

Charlotteville
AREA

approx. 63lacres approx. 290 ha

OWNERSHIP

ADMINISTRATION

FOREST REGION AND DISTRICT | SITE REGION AND DISTRICT ]
D-1 7-2
[MNR REGION AND DISTRICT | CONSERVATION AU
SW-Simcoe Long Point C.A. )
[SERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS — “
e oL e MAP: 426802 = e
LL _ FLIGHT LINE NUMBERS s v, Normandale
\‘\ Turkey—Pomt ‘a;y- >
1978 254 4251 16-20 \ ab
1978 202 4250 115-119 7NN Provine \g\’ {j-f;?-’-’
R - f

PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL FEATURES

The Spooky Hollow candidate nature reserve extends along Fischers Creek for 2.5 km
north of Fischers Glen on the Lake Erie shoreline and takes in adjacent uplands
west to Cranes Creek. Fischers Creek has cut a narrow, steep-sided valley into a
clay plain lying along the southern edge of the Norfolk sand plain. However, the
soils of the uplands and valley slopes are sandy because a shallow sand deposit
overlies the clay plain. Young deciduous woods (red oak - beech - sugar maple)
cover the sandy valley slopes. The narrow, valley bottomland supports wet mesic
mixed forest (hemlock, yellow birch, white oak, red maple, red oak, white pine),

wet deciduous forest (white elm, yellow birch, white ash, black ash, white cedar)
and a small tamarack - white pine swamp.

A mixture of young oak woodland (red oak - black oak - white oak), red cedar -
sassafras and red cedar - bur oak savanna, combined with pine reforestation plots
grows on the adjoining, gently rolling, sandy, uplands. On the west, the upland
connects the Spooky Hollow ravine to adjdcent forestland at Turkey Point Provincial
Park, the Provincial Forestry Station and Provincial Fish Hatchery lands.

White milkweed (4sclepias verticillata), green milkweed (Asclepias viridifilora),
autumn coralroot orchid (Corallorhiza odontorhiza), bayberry (Myrica pensylvanica),

DATA SHEETS ATTACHED

MAJOR INFORMATION SOURCES

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION SUMMARY SPECIES LISTS

VEGETATION SUMMARY PHYSICAL FEATURES MAP Lindsay, August, 1976, Brief Field visit;
EVALUATION SHEET VEGETATION MAP 1981, Airphoto Interpretation; Shivas, 1972,
COMMUNITY DESCRS. BIBLIOGRAPHY Spooky Hollow Sanctuary Plant List; IBP, 1970;
COMMUNITY COMP. LISTS PHOTOGRAPHS Argus and White, 1977.

EVALUATION AND FRIORITIES

A large, diverse natural area featuring river valley habitats, sand plain uplands and
many rare and unusual species. Part already protected b the Hamilton Naturalist (]
DATE C(}B,M PILED p Z p i - Ub

COMPILER

26 May 1981 K. M. Lindsay
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moss pink (Phlox subulata), early buttercup (Hunungulus fasceicularisg), goat's
rue (Tephrosia virginiana) and birdsfoot violet [V?ola pedb?a) are among the
" many provincially rare plants reported. Two IBP sites are incorporated
within this approximately 240 ha area. One of these, the Spooky Hollow
Sanctuary, is owned and preserved by the Hamilton Field Naturalists Club. A
recent trailer park development threatens the integrity of th1§ otherwise
well preserved, candidate nature reserve. The headwaters of Fischers

Creek, which rise only 1.5 km to the north, should also be protected.
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SITE DISTRICT 7-2: NORFOLK SAND PLAIN - River Valleys
with adjoining Uplands -

r_m- uri WaML OF ARLS Catfish Creek SIUPE MaP BHEET UTM REFEREMCL

and Floodplain 401/11 980255

MATEF DLSCRIPTION

Approx. 170 ha. of forested rim, slope and flood-
plain habitats along the meandering, broad valley of
Catfish Creek. This area incorporates several tributary
streams. Selected fromairphoto analysis as the largest
and best-preserved section along Catfish Creek. No field
data available. About 3 km. north of Lake Erie and Port
Bruce.

SOuURCLS

Lindsay, 1976, 1981, AirphotoInterpretation

FIELD BURVET IDATL) EARTH SCIEMCE CHECH SHMEET LIFE BCIENCE CHECK SHEET DATA CARD COMPMLED

Lindsay, 1981

ONTARIO NATURE RESERVES PROGRAM | ONTARIO MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES
ENVIRONMENTAL DATA CARD S $LOOR wHTHEY BLOCK. OUEIN S PARL. TONONTO  WTA V3

ww o [ s weB1g UTTer Creek South of | [fwwm T
X | Bayham 401I/10 [110320

]
1

[ R e e N S

S—— =0 _an 401715
A large block (ca. 300 ha. in size) of forested valley
slopes, floodplains and terraces extends along the deep-
ly incised valley of Big Otter Creek for about 4 km.
south from Bayham. The valleys of two tributaries -
South Creek and Moore's Creek-are included. Hemlock
slopes which contain some sugar maple, beech and yellow
birch; mixed deciduous-hemlock forests, and sycamore -
willow-aspen floodplains are examples of the vegetation.

|

*"%* Lindsay, 1976, 1981, Airphoto Interpretation;
Sensitive Area Report, 1976.

FILLD SURVLY IDATL) EARTH SCIENCE CHECR SHEET LIFE BCIENCE CMECH BHELT DATA CARD COMPILED

Lindsay, 1981

—
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ONTARIO NATURE RESERVES PROGRAM | ONTARIO MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES

h | .I d

}

1

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA CARD ot W ooyl el by oo o
CARTW |LIFE WAME OF ARLA MAF SHELT UTe REFERENCE
X Little Jerrv Creek 401/15 130350

BREF CESCRIPT 0N

A

f,4

Immediately north of Bayham, this area features
about 130 ha. of a river valley habitats with natural
vegetation intact. Little Jerry Creek empties in Big
Otter Creek near Bayham. Mixed woods of sugar maple, bass
wood, ironwood, blue beech, black maple, hemlock, hawth-
orn and red oak cover the steep valley slopes and adja-
cent uplands. Floodplains support willow, black walnut,
oak and aspen.

*= Lindsay, 1976, TB81, Airphoto Interpretation;

FILLD SURVEY (DATE} Lamim SCHEWCE CHLCR BHEET LIFE SCIEMCE CHECE SHELT DATA CARD COM®_ID

-

Sensitive Area Report, 1976.

Lindsay, 1981

I

ONTARIO NATURE RESERVES PROGRAM | ONTARIO MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES
ENVIRONMENTAL DATA CARD Aes’ LBk, warTALY SLGER GURTHE Sane TordeTe e s
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SITE DISTRICT 7-2: NORFOLK

SAND PLAIN - River Valleys

with adjoining Uplands *

LARTH |LIFE WAME OF ARLA

= X | Big Otter Creek

AP BNLET UTH REFERENCE

401/15 195405

kAT 1ar§e (a}éﬁrox. 500
corridor follows the deegly
Big Otter Creek for abou

blue beech-shagbark hickory
meadows. Hemlock, sugar ma

ravel roads

Impressive forests of sycamore-willow-cottonwood-manitoba
maple § black maple-basswood-ash-blue beech grow on the
broad floodplains, along with, younger bottomland forests
(hawthorn-basswood-blac maile—whlte elm; ash-basswood-

line the steep valle slopgs & tributary ravines. Two
Eivide valley into 3 sections. A candidate

h&)_relativelg intact, natural
incised, meandering valley of
km south from Tillsonburg.

, shrub_thickets § tall forb
g _oak, beech and white pine

SOURCES

Lindsay, 1976 1981 Airphoto Interpretation; Oxford
E.S5.A., 1976; Sensitive Areas Report, 1976: IBP. 1971.

'tl-iﬂ-‘agﬁ?; S ept 3 LARTM SCHNCE CHECR SHETT
Oct., 1976

LIFE BOCIENCE CHLER SHELY DATA CARD COMPMLED

Lindsay, 1981

ONTARIO NATURE RESERVES PROGRAM
ENVIRONMENTAL DATA CARD

ONTARIO MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PAAE PLANNING BRANCH EWVIRONMENTAL PLAMNING SECTION
3rd FLODN. wHITMLY BLOCK, QUEIN B PARK, TOROWTOD MTA 1w3

ALLL

TARTH LKL WAME OF AREA

= X | Little Otter Creek Valley

AR BMEET UTH REFERENCL

401/15 230380

BRIEF DLSCAIPTION

includes a cross-section of

reported.

Lying 7 km south of Tillsonbur%, this ca. 100 ha.site
an

habitats along Little Otter Creek. Representative
deciduous sandland forest (beech-sugar maple-white oak;
beech-red oak-white ash) enclose valley bottomlands
which contain white ash-basswood-black maple forest and
semi-open scrubland (ironwood-balsam :
white elm). Glade fern (Athyrium pyenocarpm.) is

upland and valley bottomland

poplar -beech-

SOURCLS

Lindsay, 1981,Airphoto Interpretation; IBP, 1971.

FILLD SuavEY (DATL) Lamim BCIFWMCE CHECK SMLET

LIPE BTIEWCE CHECW SMELY DATA CARD COMPMLED

Lindsay, 1981

ONTARIO NATURE RESERVES PROGRAM
ENVIRONMENTAL DATA CARD

ONTARIO MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES

PARK PLANNING BAANCH ENVIRONMINTAL PLAMNING BECTION

3 FLOOA. wHITHET BLOCK, QUEEM'S Paln TOADMTO. MTA w3l

1w

ERATM |LIFE WAML OF ARES

- X |Big Creek Floodplain

MAF BHLEY UTM REFINENCE

401/10

BHIEF DESCRIFTION

forest (willow

A candidate nature Treserve.

W of WalSingham. The

ion, wet

SOURCLS

Lindsay, 1976, 1981 Airphoto Interpretation.

m[ff’ﬁ‘a‘gﬁ:i} TanTn SCIANCE CHICR BREET
August 1976

LIFL BOIEwCE CweCe S=ELY DATA CARI COMPMLLD

Lindsay, 1981

ONTARIO NATURE RESERVES PROGRAM
ENVIRONMENTAL DATA CARD

ONTARIO MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES
FARE FLANMING BEAWCH IwviRDuWInTAL PLANNIND SICTION
3m FLODR wHiThiv B.OCE DUliM § Pass TORDONTD W14 w3
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380210 =

. Excellent examples of ogen floodglain commnities
remain along Big Creek, 3 km. S .
rather broad_ floodplain holds stranded meander deﬁ with
submerged, floating and emergent aquatic vegeta
forb and shrub meadows, cattail swards, buttonbush-willow
-dogwood thickets, and groves of deciduous floodflaln

W, sycamore, black walnut). The val eg
slopes and tributary ravines support hemlock, mixed, and
deciduous forests, while oak-pine woods grow at the
valley rim. Portions of slopes have been logged.

1
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SITE DISTRICT 7-2: NORFOLK SAND PLAIN - River Valleys
with adjoining Uplands

LamTh LIl HAML OF ARLA WAF BHEET

— X | Delhi Big Creek Valley 401/15

UTM REFERENCE

400400

T e —
WATEF DESCWIPTION F

rim, slopes and bottomlands of this ca. 250 ha. site.

riverbank habitats along Big Creek. Drier floodplain
terraces and wetter floodplain depressions containin
swamps also occur. Edging the valley rim are young oak

; T about 5 km_betwe Delhi L
Blg_CreeE, a steep—sTﬂea gaf?ey é?ésgggs ¥Rgdﬁggf31ﬁ%%nd
Plain. An excellent variety of vegetation types cover the

Closed and semi-open associations of cottonwood, willow
black walnut, manitoba maple, blue beech, ash, cedar an
elm, along with shrub thickets, characterize floodplain §

parklands and prairie remnants. A candidate nature reserve.

d

" Lindsay, 1976, 1981, Airphoto Interpretation.

LIFE BOIEMCE CHECR l"l“l' DATE CARD COMMID

ftiﬁ-dléﬁ S Ept ] EANIH SCIEWCE CHECK SHEET
Oct. 1976

Lindsay, 1981

PARK PLAMMING BAAMCH

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA CARD

ONTARIO NATURE RESERVES PROGRAM ONTARID MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING SLCTION
3t FLOOR, wHITWEY BLOCK QULEN'S PARK, TORONTO, M4 1wl

UTM REFEREMCE

555305

_[—- X| Spooky Hollow 401/9

e ———
WRILF DESCRIRT I0M

Spooky Hollow includes the valley of Fischer
Creek, for 2.5 km north of Fischer's Glen on Lake Erie,
and sandplain uplands extending west to Cranes Creek. A
mix of young oak woodland, red cedar-sassafras-oak
savanna and Ylne representation blankets the upland.
Along the valley are young oak-beech-sugar maple slope
forests, wet deciduous bottomlands and tamarack-pine
swamg. Many rare plants reported. Part owned by
Hamilton Naturalists Club; part threatened. A candidate
nature reserve.

1972; 1BP, 1970, Argus and White, 1977.

™ Lindsay, 1976, 1981, Airphoto Interpretation; Shivas,

FILLD BURVEY IDATE} LARTH SCIEWCE CRECR SMIET LIFE SCIEMCE CWECR BAEET

Lindsay

August 1976

ONTARIO NATURE RESERVES PROGRAM ONTARIO MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES
ENVIHONMEN-I-AL DATA CARD PRAR PLANNING BRANTH EuvifOnMENTAL PLANMING SECTION

@ FLOOA, wHITHET BLDCK. DUEEN'S PARK. TORDMTD. MTA 1wl

DaTA CARD COMMLED

Lindsay, 1981]]
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SITE DISTRICT 7-2: NORFOLK SAND PLAIN - Dry,open,oak plains = bl
SITE DISTRICT 7-2: NORFOLK SAND PLAIN - Shoreline Environments
- = ~ B (Bluffs, Beaches)
ML [, ' VT . PR e [EanTs [LIFL [ wamE OF aRta War BnEET UTw REFEREWCE
"L E_?t. Williams Forestry Station 401/9 440280 |- 3 ; ) ! x| Hawk Cliff 401/11 855235 ||
Oak forests intermixed with conifer plantations and tree T et s .
nursery fields predominate in the station and on adjoining S gﬁ?deg ;ableligds biczhsﬂL:E 42 n hlﬁh s?gre bluffs aiong
sand plain. Of note are several small areas of dry, open, _ P 3 5 mlsec 1En ?d $ 3 P i DEB IEE JEStbgas 13
oak parkland and grairie which remain (centred at 423628, = ort Stanley. Deciduous woods (maple-beech) shrubby o
438274, 444268 and 445279). These support rare species such :l fields, a small creek valley and actively eroding bluffs
as Quercus prinotdes and the Frosted Elfin and Karner Blue - comprise the major habitats of this ca. 130 ha site. In
butterflies. This is the sole location for the Frosted | the fall, this is an excellent location for viewing hawk
Elfin in Ontario. Further study required. — migration. Large flocks of hawks travel southwesterly
] along the north shore of Lake Erie.
== Cruise and Catling, 1969; Lindsay, 1981, Airphoto i e . .
Interpretation; Hess, 1980; Argus and White, 1977. - Arez;ngzgg;t19?;§6A1rphoto ARSI S i
lﬁiﬁag‘é‘;’ L EARTH ECIEWCL CHELS bmELY LML SCIEMIL Cwiln SHITY Dava Camp COmMPILED A ] Lli:.l{‘&;‘a:;;“ b Ty T R R e TER] T — l
October 1976 Lindsay 1981 .
Septemher 1976 Lindsay 1981
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PANK PLAMMING BRANCH EWVIBONMLNTAL PLAMNING SECTION — OPJ|AH|O NATURE RESERVES PROGRAM ONTARID MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES
e RN A DRIRE I i L MR rt ] ENVIRONMENTAL DATA CARD et A e erd g ¥ e o T
- X T-‘lfkey Pt. Nat. Environ. Zone 401!9 545280 - e ] o X LakEViEW South 401/10 095230 L
Within the park, much of the sand plain above the Turkey - P BRI :
Point bluff is forested with semi-open oak-pine woods. An 80 ha woodlot of beech, sugar maple, elm, ash and
Many prairie and southern species are found in the grassy B n basswood which extends south to an erosional shoreline
uqd?rstory& gqulatiggi of Phloxlsuiulita, Tep?rogia vir- 2 bluff. The bluff descends abruptly 30 m or more to Lake
iniana and Viola pedata, rare plants known on rom = : : : : ;
orfolk in Untario% persist. ese dry, open, gak plains ] Fuie., pRedls aze imperEectly dralyed, Baverley s%lt 19am.
are Temnants of a vegetation type that was once more gy 1A small stream Tuns through the middle out to Lake Erie.
common on the Norfolk Sand Plain. Park facilities, mown Agricultural fields surround the woodlot.
clearings and plantations are interspersed. -3 I -
" Lindsay, 1979; Lindsay, 1981, Airphoto Interpretation; —— S :
IBP, 1970; Harvey, et al, 1971; Argus and White, 1977. : Lindsay, 1976, 1981, Airphoto Interpretation.
”ti?i’dlélgi}l IRl O e SREITMEL CAOn PHET ATARANEET D 3 T == MIELT SumvEY (DATE) EANTH SCHNCE CHLCR SHELT LITL BCIEWCE CHECE BRELT DATA CARL COMPILED
June 1978 l Lindsay 1981 } = . Lindsay 1981 i
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J“h ENV'RONMENTAL DATA CARD S TLOCR weiThEY BLDCK, QUEEN'S PaRK, TORONTD, MTa w3 : ~— 1 ENV'HDNMENT“L DATA CARD :‘n“l:;l;:-:fv:::.l::nc-.ou;.;:-l':“:n"::‘:éi:ol::;m:v'n“'::: .
- - roquois Beach Provincial Par -
— X |I is Beach Provincial Park 40I/10 |150210
. (w7 EGRFTon
B Within the park, the sandy beach plain along Lake Erie cé&
- o be considered of local and possibly regional significance
Lowlying wet strands vegetated with wet sedge meadows,
= - marshes and shrub thickets are separated by drier, sandy
5 meadows on low ridges. Plants of interest include: marsh
= mallow (Hibiscus palustris), Loesel's twayblade orchid
= (Liparis loeselii), grass-of-parnassus (Parnassia glauca)
and spikemoss (Selaginella apoda).

pretation; IBP, 1970; Macdonald and Beechey, 1970.
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SITE DISTRICT 7-2:
Wetlands

LasT= (L] waWl OF ARLA
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40P/4 240845

Ipperwash Military Reserve

tats, ranging from unforested shoredunes along
to a large expanse of forested low dune ridges and wet
swales inland, are found within the reserve. Around Bio
and Moon Lakes, interdunal wetlands (wet meadows, marsh,
shrub carr, swamp and some bog or fen elements) are well-
developed. Significant plants are reported. Portions of
the reserve especially rE

by numerous trails , This site extends into the southern
part of Ipperwash Provincial Park.

A" E8iiplete cross-section of sand dune and sand plain habi-
ake Huron.

e sensitive shoredunes, are marre

=

SOURCES

Lindsay, 1979, 1981, Airphoto Interpretation; Gaiser, 1966.
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Lindsay, 1981

ONTARIO NATURE RESERVES PROGRAM
ENVIRONMENTAL DATA CARD

ONTARID MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Pasn By AwninG BRANTH PuviRDnaulsial B akeind SICTION
3¢ FLODE, wrllnly PLOCK. QUITW & Pake TOLCRTS. MTE TW3

LamTe [0l |wamMt OF sREA

~ X | Port Franks Wetlands & Dunes
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BERD DB D

Just south of the cottage area at Port Franks, an inter-
dunal lowland holds a rich assemblage of wetlands. Bul-
rush marsh merges with cattail marsh, wet meadow, wet

shrub thickets and swamp around a shallow, linear-shaped,
pond and a small stream. Bog and/or fen elements are

reported. A succession of wooded dunes continues south
almost to Hwy. 21. A road divides this ca. 480 ha site
in two.

This area appears threatened by development.

OmTLE

Lindsay, 1980-81, Airphoto Interpretation; Lambton ESA

1980; Sensitive Areas Report, 1977; Gaiser, 1966.
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NAME MAP NAME MAP NUMBER UTM REF.
Long Point and Turkey Point Long Point 401/9 580130
COLUNTY, DISTRICT or REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY LAT. E . LONG. 5 . ALT. MIN. MEX,
Haldimand-Norfolk 42 34N 80  18W|ca. 575 ft.

1: 250,000

% ——

LOCALTY  ahout 25 km southwest of Port

Dover along the north shore of Lake Eri
TOWNSHIF LOTS CONCESSIONS

1150000 NTS MAF SHOWING AREA BOUNDARIES
- \ ¢ 0y

South Walsingham

ARE Long Point

r
22,200 acres 10,270 ha

‘ / TURKEY POINT
{PROVINCIAL PARK Bay

long Point Company; Long Point Region
Conservation Authority; Ontario Ministr)y

of Natural Resources; private.
FOREST REGION AND DISTRICT SITE REGION AND DISTRICT

D-1 7-2
WhE FEG ON AND DISTRICT | CONGERVATION AUTHORITY |

SW-Simcoe Long Point C.A.
AERIAL FROTOGRAPHS BASE MAP: 25228%/425802/

FLIGHT LINE

YELR ROLL NUMBERS

PHYSICA| D BIOLOGICAL FEATURES A .
A‘ﬁégﬁgrpaff'o% long Point, the longest of the three major peninsulas on the north

shore of Lake Erie, remains a vast and wild natural area. This sandspit,built of low
sand ridges separated by extensive marshes.reaches 32 km into Lake Erie frgm its base
at Big Creek near Port Royal. Long Point's great biological diversity de?lves from
the.variety of habitats developed along its length, combined with the minimal human
disturbance over much of its expanse. Wetlands, marshes, shallow and deep water ponds,
shrub carrs, and sloughs with tamarack and cedar alternate with sand environments -
beaches, grassy shoredunes, dune savannas dotted with cottonwoods or junipers, rolling
sandhills cloaked in grassy meadows, and woods of white pine - cedar and oak - maple
parklands on the oldest ridges. The dunes increase in age westwards from the tip
towards the base and inland from the south beach. The succession of plant communities
found across this sequence reflects their increasing age.

Renowned for its wildlife, Long Point is a key resting and feeding area for waterfowl
such as Redhead and Canvasback during migration, as well as many songbirds, shorebirds,
hawks, bats and Monarch Butterflies. The herpetofauna is very rich. Significant
concentrations of at least five species which have declined over their range -

Spotted Turtle, Eastern Spiny Softshell, Eastern Hognose Snake, Eastern Fox Snake

and Fowler's Toad - inhabit the point. Two endangered birds, the Piping Plover and
 the Bald Fagle, nested until recently. As well, Long Point protects over 60 species

ke gt B e VA8 AV "M%, SHFF, 1978, Brief field :
c indsay, s , Brief field notes;
e o Lindsag, 1979; 1981: Airphoto Interpretation;
e o e Seasons, Spring, 1981 Adans and Clarke, 1958;

SUMMARY SPECIES LISTS

PHYSICAL FEATURES MAP

EVALUATION SHEET VEGETATION MAP Bayly, 1979; Dennis and Chandler, 1974; Evans,
COMMUNITY DESCRS. BIBLIDGRAPHY 19?3; Heffernan, 1978; Heffernan %n@ Nelson,
COMMUNTY COME. LISTS PHOTOGHAPHS 1979; Johnston and Fearis, 1973; Klinkenberg,

1980:; Miller, 1974: Snyder and Logier, 1931.

VE_UATION .AND PRIORITIES . i i H & S
ng Poin 15 a natural heritage area of national and international significance. The

Turkey Point marsh and sandspit are part of the same Great Lakes sandspit/shoreline
marsh system.
[OATE COMPILED COMPILER

25 May 1981 K. M. Lindsay
Onterio Ministry of Natural Resources, Division of Parks, Park Planning Branch, Queens Park, Toronto, Ontario, M7A 1W3




. ;] Long Point and Turkey Point 401/9 580130
of rare plants, some of which grow nowhere else in Canada. T

At present, the Big Creek Marsh at the base of Long Point near Port Royal

(approximately 800 ha in extent), and the peninsula east of Courtright Ridge _-ﬁm_]
(about 3200 ha) are managed as National Wildlife Areas by the Canadian
Wildlife Service. Federal regulations provide for the strict protection and =
conservation of the habitats and wildlife within these sites. About 3200 :I
ha of marsh and land are still held by the Long Point Company whose far- - _
sighted stewardship for the past 100 years preserved much of the point intact. | &2

Hrantford 12 my 19 km

imtfurd
\ Hrangfore BRANT ('O

The Ministry of Natural Resources owns Long Point Provincial Park (an area
of approximately 160 ha) and the adjacent Crown Marsh, which.are situated on
the narrow isthmus of the point, as well as about 60 ha of dune and wetland
near the tip of Long Point. An earlier assessment (Lindsay, 1979; Lindsay and
Hanna, 1980) proposed the complex of wet sedge and wildflower meadows, shrub
thickets and marshes north of the main road in the provincial park (about 110
ha) as a Nature Reserve Zone. Although the area is small, these wet meadows
and wetlands are older than those further east of the point, they differ in
structure and composition and provide significant wildlife habitat. The
Ministry property near the tip should also be managed as a Nature Reserve,

or possibly handed over, with guidelines, to the Canadian Wildlife Service
for protective management.

Other landowners at Long Point include the Nature Conservancy, the Long Point
Region Conservation Authority and private individuals who hold cottage lots on
the isthmus.

g Normandale
The management of Long Point should be coordinated with that for the Turkey -1gﬁmmm
Point Marsh and Sandspit and the rest of the Inner Bay.

Turkey Point
Turkey Point Marsh and Sandspit
At Turkey Point, a sandspit barrier built of sediment carried by lake currents S—

Hoint

from points to the east along the shore of Lake Erie, protects a large shoreline
marsh. The beach ridges and intervening wet swales lying behind the resort
community of Turkey Point remain largely vegetated with woods and shrub thickets.
The marsh contains cattail - reedgrass - blue joint - bulrush marsh, open water
sections filled with aquatic vegetation and shrub thickets, and harbours rare
plants such as yellow nelumbo (Nelumbo lutea). Channels and poinds have been
dredged through this marsh complex. As well, part of the marsh next to the
abandoned shorebluff has been diked, drained and converted to farmland.

Poltohawk
int

HYErsons
Xand

Long Fant
Provinein] Park

The Turkey Point marsh and sandspit adjoins the Nature Reserve Zone proposed == t o N @
within Turkey Point Provincial Park (centred at 540262) by Lindsay, 1979 and
Lindsay and Hanna, 1980. Here approximately 60 ha of coniferous swamp (cedar, -
larch, birch, black spruc), deciduous swamp (ash, silver maple, white birch),
thickets and cattails are flanked by a steep, forested shorebluff. Black

spruce grows at its southern limit in Ontario, along with rare plants such as =
the small white lady's slipper orchid (Cypripedium candidum') and bayberry

(Myrica pensylvanica). The special features of this wetland were recognized E -L=]

in 1959, when part of it was declared a Wilderness Area under Ontario's

Wilderness Areas Act. 1:250,000 scale

Recent searches for Cypripedium candidum at Turkey Point have not found any

plants (Klinkenberg, 1980, personal communication with Lindsay; Brownell, 1981, [~ -

personal communication with Lindsay) gg 97
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SITE DISTRICT 7-2: ERIE SPITS

Long Point Provincial Park: (401/9 505145)
Proposed Nature Reserve Zone

BAETe | WL |wawl CF ARER A BmLET UTM REFERINCE J

- X | Long Point & Turkey Point 401/9 660110 |-

BRILF DESCA P T ION

A major Eart of Long Point remains a vast natural area w1fhf
mlnlmal uman disturbance. This sand spit built of low |

sand ridges separated by extensive marshes reaches 32 km
into Lake Erie. North of Long Point, at Turkey Point,

a sand spit barrier extending southwards shelters a large
marsh and Inner Bay. This entire area is recommended as &
candidate nature reserve in recognition of its national
and international significance, although only parts of thg
total area are suggested for strict protection.

**~**Seasons, Spring, 1981, Special Issue on Long Point,
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. Lindsay, 1979, 1981, Alrphoto Interpretation; Bayly, 1979.
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Turkey Point Provincial Park: (401/9 540262)
Proposed Nature Reserve Zone
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