














by Andrea Kilian, Sustainable Tourism Project Manager LPWBRF

2013 EuroMAB conference. EuroMAB is the oldest and largest
regional network of Biosphere Reserves, consisting of over
284 sites in 52 countries. The EuroMAB network aims to meet
face to face periodically to share knowledge and learn from
one another. The Frontenac Arch Biosphere hosted the event in
Brockville, ON. It was the first time the conference was held in
North America. Twenty seven countries were represented and
a record number of over 200 people participated in the event. It
was the most attended conference to date. EuroMAB conference
has taken place almost every 2 years since 1986.

I n October, a Long Point Biosphere delegate attended the

The theme of this year’s five-day conference was “Engaging our
Communities.” Attendees looked at the essential contributions

of a variety of groups in implementing Man and Biosphere

(MAB) objectives, including local populations and organizations,
academia, different levels of governments and the private

sector. Among the topics discussed were: ecosystem services,
biosphere education programs and sustainable tourism initiatives.

Preceding the EuroMAB conference, the 16 Canadian Biosphere
Reserves worked together in order to develop a network for
social learning strategies among Canadian Biosphere Reserves.
Biosphere reserves within this partnership were separated into
various thematic clusters according to where each biosphere
reserve had experience. The sustainable tourism cluster group is
made up of representatives from Long Point, Georgian Bay, Lac
Saint-Pierre, Fundy and Frontenac Arch biospheres. The group
was formed in 2011 to identify best practices and resources

for biosphere reserves in hopes of creating model sustainable
communities. The last day of the conference was dedicated to
Sustainable Tourism. Andrea Kilian, the Long Point Biosphere’s
Sustainable Tourism Project Manager, had an opportunity to
present an update on some of the sustainable tourism initiatives
that we’re working on here in Long Point.

Many biosphere reserves reported on the importance of
developing a Charter program that provides visibility for the
tourism industry and showcases its commitment to sustainability.
Interestingly charter models varied immensely across the group:
German biosphere reserves used an audited system with a strict
onsite review every two years, while North American biosphere
reserves used self-evaluation methods for Charter partners.

The last EuroMAB conference was in 2011. It was hosted by

the Lake Véanern Biosphere Reserve in Sweden. The Long Point
Biosphere was unable to attend that conference, but Brian Craig,
Past President of the Long Point Biosphere Reserve attended

a biosphere world Conference in Spain in 1995 and a EuoMAB
conference in Finland in 2003.The next EuroMAB conference

is set to take place in Estonia hosted by the West Estonian
Archipelago Biosphere Reserve in 2015.

Canadian Biosphere Reserve Association’s Sustainable Tourism

Cluster group representatives from left to right: Andrea Kilian (Long

Point), Brittany Mahnke and Dr. Rebecca Pollock (Georgian Bay)
Christian Hart (Lac Saint-Pierre), Megan de Graaf (Fundy) and
Sarah Matheson (Frontenac Arch)

Andrea Kilian, congratulates Gary Clarke, EuroMAB conference
chair, on a successful event in Brockville, ON

Algonquin women’s drum group sang and played their hand-made
instruments for conference attendees.
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Port Rowan Sewage Lagoon Transformation

by Shirley Rothery, Chair

hen Port Rowan’s brand new state of the art sewage
Wtreatment facility was completed in 2013 it left the

question of what to do with the old sewage lagoons
that had been serving that function since 1971. Norfolk Council
decided that, rather than returning the the 73 acre site to farm
land, transformation to a wetland would better serve the area.
Interested groups, including LPWBRF, The Long Point Region
Conservation Authority and Bird Studies Canada among others,
were asked to sit on a steering committee. It is hoped that the
Committee’s work will be completed by this June and that a
grand opening ceremony will take place in mid September 2014.

Some of the site has been contoured to create a new wetland
and 11 vernal pools. After contouring, the area was planted
with a combination of native trees, grasses and flowers. The
most expensive part of the transformation, the removal of
tonnes of sewage sludge contaminated with heavy metals, was
interrupted by the onset of winter but that work will continue
this spring. The old sewage ponds will also be reconfigured.
The berm that separates the two ponds will be opened at either

end creating one pond

with a centre island. The
depth of the resultant pond
will be graded to different
depths in order to appeal to
different types of birds and
waterfowl. The grading will
also be done in such a way
as to encourage water flow
in at the north east side,
around the island, and out at
the south east side. A gravel
walking trail now surrounds
most of the main pond and a large viewing platform will be added
to the south west corner this spring along with a new parking lot.
The path, the viewing platform and the access from the parking
lot will all be wheelchair accessible.

Feel free to come now to watch spring unfold as the remainder of
the Port Rowan Wetland is completed.

Long Point World Biosphere New Director & New Sponsor

Tina Binder

Along with ‘Pork’ and ‘Bean’, their labs,
she and husband, Mike live on a small
hobby farm that borders Big Creek.

Tina is a member/volunteer for Lab
Rescue, Norfolk Woodlot Owners Assoc.,
Teeterville Legion and La Salette Historic
Church and Community Hall. \
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Thank You Sponsors!

2014 BOARD OF DIRECTORS: The Biosphere Board of Directors would like to thank the following businesses and individuals
for their financial support of our Charter Sponsorship Program. Profiles of participating
Nick Wilson businesses will be featured in future newsletters. For more information on our Charter
President Sponsorship Program please visit www.longpointbiosphere.ca

Brian Craig y, C / TaEeucst
Past President % M‘Z ey '
20
Paul Givens Q}W —

Secretary

Evan Engell ’ \ B ail‘d

OCEANS, LAKES, AND RIVERS.

Steve Armstrong
Excavating

ﬂ JO
wyJllo
2L CANADIAN AMAZON
> X 3
— ,/
= i

Treasurer

Shirley Rothery
Chair

Paula Jongerden
David Okines
Peter Selk

Madaline Wilson

OFAH Zone J

Jack Worton

Tina Binder

sy .
FBC is=im”

For more information email:

info@discoverlongpoint.ca > Tradewinds
Visit our website: v\jﬁ

www.longpointbiosphere.com

Shirley & Michael

RH Rothery

Larry R Hemeryck,

CGA, CFP
cb

Mike McArthur 4,.41

MCKIEEGFARRAR il

GENERAL INSURANCE LTD

CLINEBACKUS

LAWYERS

TrI-COUNTY

INSURANCE BROKERS LTD

R.E.MANN

BROKERS LTD

N :
N
\Q '
Susan & Jim
Malcolm NORTHSHORE /
business tax wealth
consulting services management




