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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Rick Levick
President
Long Point World Biosphere Reserve Foundation (LPWBRF)

There’s been lots of good news about our Biosphere Reserve this spring and
summer that is featured in this newsletter. We wrapped up our Amazing Places
sustainable tourism program with the announcement of the Attawandaron Cycling
Route. We also launched a new biodiversity initiative by partnering with the Long
Point Provincial Park to loan out turtle nest covers to prevent predation by
raccoons and skunks. At the national level, we were the first of 16 Biosphere
Reserves to plant trees this spring as part of a Canada-wide effort to offset carbon
emissions generated by the G8 conference in Quebec in June. We also
participated in meetings in Ottawa with Members of Parliament, government
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officials involved in United Nations programs and members of other Biosphere
Reserves. Later this month, we’ll be holding our annual meeting and in November,
our sixth research and conservation conference. I encourage all members and
readers to this newsletter to consider attending one or both of these events.
Rick

2018 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The 2018 Annual General Meeting of the Long Point World Biosphere Reserve
Foundation will take place on Friday, September 28th at 7:00 p.m. We welcome
all current members and the general public to attend at the South Walsingham
Women's Institute Hall, 2070 Main Street in Walsingham. Members will receive
their agenda and meeting package shortly. We are delighted to announce this
year's speakers below.
Georgia Nix will bring you the perspective of today’s youth on environmental
issues. LPWBRF is proud to sponsor Georgia to attend Ontario Nature’s 2018
Youth Summit for Biodiversity and Environmental Leadership from September 21st
through 23rd. She is a grade 12 student at Delhi District High School and a
member of her school's Green Extreme Team. Ontario Nature’s Youth Summit for
Biodiversity has been cultivating a new generation of environmental leaders since
2010. Each year, about 100 youth come together for this unique youth-led summit
that allows participants to develop an understanding of environmental issues and
gain the inspiration and tools to take action and leadership in their communities
and beyond. The weekend-long event includes guest speakers, workshops and
outdoor activities that appeal to a wide variety of environmental interests. You
won’t want to miss this opportunity to hear Georgia discuss her experience.

https://mailchi.mp/6b66f3b8865c/biosphere-beacon?e=58b7418b56

2/14

12/12/2018

Biosphere Beacon

Pete Zuzek is a Coastal Geoscientist with 25 years of experience working on
consulting assignments across the coastal regions of the world. He is the founder
and President of Zuzek Inc., a professional services company dedicated to
increasing the health and resilience of the world’s coastal communities and
ecosystems. Pete has extensive experience managing complex multidisciplinary
investigations on coastal erosion and flooding, risk assessments, coastal zone
planning, shoreline management plan development, water quality investigations,
habitat protection and restoration, living shorelines, and climate change
adaptation. Pete is currently the President of the Coastal Zone Canada
Association.

Everyone is welcome to attend!

2018 RESEARCH AND CONSERVATION
CONFERENCE
Registration Now Open

https://mailchi.mp/6b66f3b8865c/biosphere-beacon?e=58b7418b56

3/14

12/12/2018

Biosphere Beacon

Registration is now open for the 2018 Research and Conservation Conference to
be held on November 9th at the Simcoe Recreation Centre, 182 South Drive from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Cost is $15.00 and includes lunch. Everyone is welcome to
attend.
As one of Canada's 18 Biosphere Reserves designed by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the Long Point
World Biosphere Reserve provides support for research, monitoring, education
and information exchange related to local, national and global issues of
conservation and development.
This year's conference line-up includes a notable group of presenters on a diverse
range of themes including:
Conservation Action Plan
Wetland Conservation
Oak Savannah Butterflies
Salamanders
Endangered Birds
Phragmites Control
Nature Conservancy of Canada
Chestnut Trees
Grey Rat Snake
Click here to register and make payment.

BECOME A MEMBER
The Long Point World Biosphere Reserve Foundation is proud to have been an
active part of the Long Point area community for more than 30 years.
Join us! Membership is open to the public. We welcome applications from
individuals interested in supporting the Biosphere and our mission. Upon
approval by the Foundation’s Board of Directors, new members are welcome to
https://mailchi.mp/6b66f3b8865c/biosphere-beacon?e=58b7418b56
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be involved as much or as minimally as they wish. Members vote at our annual
meetings and are encouraged to make suggestions for activities and projects
that benefit the local community and environment, and therefore the biosphere
as a whole.
Your membership will ensure the biosphere’s involvement in ongoing and future
projects in the local community. Our members’ contributions of monetary
donations, volunteer time, and in-kind support on projects is what keeps the
LPWBRF running successfully and allows us to invest in more opportunities
within our community.

Become a Member! It's as easy as 1, 2, 3.
1. Click here to visit the Membership page of the Biosphere website.
2. Click the PayPal Button to conveniently pay your $25 membership fee.
3. Complete and send the completed application form
to admin@longpointbiosphere.com.

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED!

With the addition of the Attawandaron Cycling Route and the new Amazing Places
video and brochure, our mission of highlighting 20 amazing places within the Long
Point World Biosphere Reserve is accomplished. Our thanks to the Ontario
Trillium Foundation and everyone involved in the project!
You will know an amazing place the moment you see one! It may be a vista
so powerful and majestic that it will literally take your breath away. Or, it may be a
scene or a place that will simply cause you to take pause in order to soak it all in,
a place where you can draw on a deep well of energy emanating from the serene
beauty of the view. An amazing place can be different things to different people:
mystical, magical, grandiose, bizarre, unique, breath-taking and awe-inspiring, or
even a combination of all of these things. It certainly can tell a story.
https://mailchi.mp/6b66f3b8865c/biosphere-beacon?e=58b7418b56
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Amazing Places are opportunities to educate and inspire visitors about their
natural surroundings, and to create a connection that can quickly become
powerful and deeply personal. Amazing Places tell a story about physical,
biological or historical features in publicly accessible locations. Following the do
no harm model, Amazing Places were chosen in locations that can handle
increased visitation without compromising what makes the place Amazing.
Click here to watch the video and view the brochure.

ATTAWANDARON CYCLING TRAIL

The Attawandaron Cycling Trail is the latest addition to Amazing Places. Enjoy
breathtaking scenery while you “cruise” along beautiful and historical pathways
within the Long Point World Biosphere Reserve.
The 108 km cycling route is dedicated to the indigenous people who lived along
the shore of Lake Erie during the 16th and 17th centuries. The name
“Attawandaron” means “people of a slightly different language”. To Europeans,
they were known as the Neutral Nation. They lived in harmony with nature and did
not significantly alter the landscape.
The Attawandaron Cycling Route provides visitors and local residents with a
special connection to Norfolk County’s natural and indigenous history while
viewing wonderful scenery and lots of wildlife along the way. As well, this route
assists in moving forward the important cycling destination that Norfolk County
has become!

https://mailchi.mp/6b66f3b8865c/biosphere-beacon?e=58b7418b56

6/14

12/12/2018

Biosphere Beacon

LONG POINT
WORLD BIOSPHERE RESERVE
AT PARLIAMENT HILL

Shown above, Dave Cameron, Chair of the Long Point World Biosphere Reserve
with Haldimand-Norfolk MP, Diane Finley.

Representatives from 18 biosphere reserves co-hosted a non-partisan reception
on Parliament Hill on June 5, 2018, to allow Members of Parliament the
opportunity to learn about the important role and contributions of Canada’s 18
UNESCO biosphere reserves.
Our Long Point World Biosphere Reserve (LPWBR) was represented by Chair
Dave Cameron who showcased our partnership with the Long Point Phragmites
Action Alliance. The Alliance of more than 25 organizations has a mandate to
unite the community in fighting back against the invasive Phragmites Australis.
More commonly known as the Common Reed, it is the number one threat to
biodiversity and the sustainability of the rare and ecologically significant Long
Point wetlands.
https://mailchi.mp/6b66f3b8865c/biosphere-beacon?e=58b7418b56
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The Foundation also informed MPs of the work that they accomplished with other
Biosphere Reserves in piloting the Amazing Places tourism program to promote
local sustainable businesses. The pilot program was so successful that it is now
being considered for implementation by Biosphere Reserves across Canada and
in the northeastern United States.
“We are very excited about the success that this pilot project has had and we are
looking forward to seeing it implemented across Canada. As a result of this, we
are now collaborating with Environment Canada and Climate Change and
numerous other organizations to develop and implement a long-term Integrated
Conservation strategy for Long Point so that future generations can enjoy it,” said
Dave Cameron, Chair of the LPWBRF.
“I was pleased to welcome Dave Cameron from the Long Point World Biosphere
Reserve Foundation as they showcased to other parliamentarians the most
diverse botanical and wildlife areas in Canada, said Haldimand-Norfolk MP Diane
Finley.
“With over 1,380 types of plants and over 640 different bird and animal species, it
has become much more than an environmental wonder: Long Point has become
an economic and tourist hub for our community. I was glad to be a part of the
Conservative Government that worked with our international partners and created
the National Conservation Plan, which would protect our biospheres for future
generations to enjoy.”

CAUSEWAY PROJECT COMMITTEE
RECEIVES NORFOLK DOGWOOD AWARD

Causeway Steering Committee members John Everett, Rick Levick, Paula Jongerden (chair), Jan Everett and
Peter Carson accepted the award certificate and sculpture on behalf of all committee members.

The 2018 Dogwood Award for contributions to Norfolk County’s culture and
heritage by a group was presented to members of the Steering Committee of the
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Long Point Causeway Improvement Project.
“This committed group is the very best in community leadership, support and hard
work,” said Melissa Collver, Norfolk’s Director of Heritage and Culture as she
presented the award
The 10-year, $2.7 million project was a community-based effort to reduce the
negative ecological impacts of the 3.5km causeway linking the Long Point
peninsula on Lake Erie with mainland Southern Ontario. These impacts included
high levels of wildlife road mortality, particularly of Species at Risk turtles and
snakes, and the disruption of the natural hydrological functions of Big Creek
Marsh, one of the largest remaining coastal wetlands on the Canadian side of the
Great Lakes.
“Thanks to the initiative and hard work of these volunteer Committee members,
the Causeway Project has achieved tremendous success by reducing reptile road
mortality on the Causeway by nearly 80 per cent and restoring three aquatic
connections between the Big Creek Marsh and Long Point Bay,” said Collver.

PROJECT PART OF NATIONAL TREE
PLANTING PROJECT
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Tara Carpenter and her seven-year-old daughter Holly plants trees on Saturday on a vacant four-acre site on
the west end of Simcoe. Brian Thompson/Postmedia News

A tree-planting project in Norfolk County in late spring attracted a lot of people and
organizers are delighted with the support the initiative received from the
community.
“It was heartwarming to see so many people including a lot of youngsters come
out to plant trees,” Tara Carpenter, of the Long Point World Biosphere, said
following the event. “We had close to 100 people and the event was made
possible by groups working together and it’s great to see that kind of cooperation
for such a good cause.
“We planted 4,000 trees and we really needed all the people who showed up to
make it a success.”
Several dignitaries including Norfolk Mayor Charlie Luke, Haldimand-Norfolk MPP
Toby Barrett and Haldimand-Norfolk MP Diane Finley, also participated in the
event.
A number of different species of trees were planted on a 1.6 hectare (four-acre)
parcel of vacant Norfolk County land near the end of Luscombe Drive just west of
Simcoe. The initiative was part of a national effort by 14 biosphere reserves
across Canada to symbolically offset the greenhouse gas emissions caused by
transportation to the upcoming international G-7 economic conference in June.
The project’s aim is to plant 100,000 trees across Canada that will sequester
nearly 600 tonnes of greenhouse gases as the trees grow.

TURTLE NEST PROTECTION CAGES
WERE NEEDED THIS YEAR
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Long Point Provincial Park staff Starr Mudge and Brianne McCutcheon with one of
the turtle nest protection cages available on loan from the Park.
Female turtles travel the most in June, as this is their most important time for
laying eggs. They look for appropriate sites to lay their eggs, and often travel large
distances to find them. Each species has their own preference and preferred time
for laying eggs. Laying eggs involves the female digging a hole (very slowly, in
true turtle style!) and depositing the eggs, and then covering them up. There is no
parental care of the eggs beyond this, and the hatchlings are on their own to find
their way to water.
High water levels in the Long Point marshes this year caused many turtles to
search farther afield for dry nesting sites on roadsides or in cottage lawns and
gardens. Nests laid in these areas are easy targets for predation by raccoons,
skunks and possums.
That’s why the Long Point World Biosphere Reserve Foundation teamed up with
the Long Point Provincial Park to make turtle nest protection cages available for
loan to the public. The project was such a huge success that members of the
https://mailchi.mp/6b66f3b8865c/biosphere-beacon?e=58b7418b56
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Long Point World Biosphere Reserve Foundation had to make additional homemade cages using tips from the Ontario Turtle Conservation Centre. This turtle
nest protection initiative was based on successful programs at Point Pelee
National Park and Presqu’ile Provincial Park.

WHY DID THE TURTLE CROSS THE ROAD?

As Brian Banks writes in the Summer edition of Ontario Nature magazine,
“because, like many animals, its habitat is increasingly fragmented by highways –
death traps for wildlife”. Brian’ story explains the ambitious road ecology projects
that are stemming the car-fueled carnage. His story, beginning on page 18 of the
magazine, includes information about our Biosphere’s Long Point Causeway
Improvement Project.
Click here to read the story.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Donate Today!
To help conserve precious ecosystems.
To provide support for valuable research.
To support ecologically sustainable practices.
To facilitate community outreach and education.
Donate now using CanadaHelps.org:
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Cheques are also accepted and can be made payable to Long Point World
Biosphere Reserve Foundation.
Your support is greatly appreciated!
Any questions, please contact us at: info@longpointbiosphere.com
Donations greater than $25.00 CAD will receive a charitable tax receipt unless otherwise requested.

Mail cheque and comments to:
Long Point World Biosphere Reserve Foundation
P.O. Box 338
Port Rowan, ON
N0E 1M0

Copyright © 2018 Long Point World Biosphere Reserve Foundation, All rights reserved.

The Long Point World Biosphere Reserve Foundation is
dedicated to conserving biodiversity, promoting sustainable
communities, and partnering in research, monitoring, outreach
and education.
Our mailing address is:
P.O. Box 338
Port Rowan, ON N0E 1M0
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